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This week, Senate and House conferees
were named to resolve the differences
between their respective versions of
surface transportation reauthorization
legislation. The House version (H.R. 4348)
is a 90-day extension of existing

B transportation funding that includes

controversial policy riders. The Senate bill (S. 1813) isa
comprehensive, two-year, $109 billion reauthorization. Senator
Barbara Boxer (D-CA) announced that May 8th will be the date for the
first conference meeting.

The political year prospects for the House and Senate to reach a deal
on transportation funding in the coming months seem doubtful, as
illustrated by Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid’s (D-NV) statement
that, "Senate Democrats will hold firm and reject House Republican
demands to include approval of the Keystone XL oil pipeline in
transportation funding legislation.”

House Conferees (20 Republicans and 13 Democrats)

(Republicans) John Mica (FL), Don Young (AK), John Duncan (TN), Bill
Shuster (PA), Shelley Moore Capito (WV), Rick Crawford (AR), Jaime
Herrera Beutler (WA), Larry Buschon (IN), Richard Hanna (NY), Steve
Southerland (FL), James Lankford (OK), Reid Ribble (WTI), Fred Upton
(MI), Ed Whitfield (KY), Doc Hastings (WA), Rob Bishop (UT), Ralph
Hall (TX), Chip Cravaack (MN), Dave Camp (MI) Patrick Tiberi (OH),
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(Democrats) Nick Rahall (WV), Peter DeFazio (OR), Jerry Costello (IL), Jerrold Nadler (NY),
Corrine Brown (FL), Elijah Cummings (MD), Leonard Boswell (IA), Tim Bishop (NY), Henry
Waxman (CA), Ed Markey (MA), Eddie Bernice Johnson (TX), Earl Blumenauer (OR) and Del.
Eleanor Holmes Norton (DC).

Senate Conferees (7 Democrats and 6 Republicans)

(Democrats) Barbara Boxer (CA) Max Baucus (MT), Dick Durbin (IL), Tim Johnson (SD), Bill
Nelson (FL), Charles Schumer (NY), Robert Menendez (NJ), (Republicans) James Inhofe (OK),
David Vitter (LA), Orrin Hatch (UT), Richard Shelby (AL), Kay Bailey Hutchison (TX), Jay
Rockefeller (WV) and John Hoeven (ND).

Senate Agriculture Committee Approves Farm Bill

This week, the Senate Committee on Agriculture approved a 900-page Farm Bill entitled, the
Agriculture Reform, Food, and Jobs Act of 2012, by a vote of 16 to 5. The current authorization
expires on September 30. Voting against the bill were Senators Thad Cochran (R-MS), John
Boozman (R-AK), Saxby Chambliss (R-GA) and Mitch McConnell (R-KY). The bill will next go to
the Senate Floor.

The Congressional Budget Office estimates that the farm bill, authored by Senate Agriculture
Committee Chairwoman Debbie Stabenow (D-MI) and ranking member Pat Roberts (R-KS),
reduces deficits by $24.7 billion over 10 years. The Committee mark up of the bill proceeded on
April 26 with debate over numerous amendments, which sought to address opposition by
southern Senators to provisions impacting rice, cotton and peanut farmers and by concerns from
Midwestern senators regarding crop insurance provisions impacting corn and wheat producers.
The Committee approved an amendment offered by Senators Richard Lugar (R-IN) and Kent
Conrad (D-ND) that would provide mandatory funding, $800 million over five years, for rural
energy programs such as loan guarantees for on-farm renewable energy, energy-efficiency
projects, and research and development for advanced biofuels.
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House Farm Bill Status - House Committee on Agriculture Chairman Frank Lucas (R-OK)
announced that the six Subcommittees would hold hearings throughout April and May to hear
from national agricultural stakeholders advocating for policy priorities.

Senate Moves FY13 Energy and Water Development Appropriations

On Thursday, the Senate Committee on Appropriations approved the fiscal year 2013 Energy and
Water Development appropriations bill totaling $33.361 billion, which is $373 million below the
fiscal year 2012 enacted amount. Highlights of the bill (report not yet available) include:

® Department of Energy, $27.128 billion, $1.380 billion above FY12
o Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy, $1.98 billion, $160 million above
FY12, to advance solar, biomass, and vehicle technologies
e Advanced Research Projects Agency, $312 million, $37 million above FY12
® Army Corps of Engineers, $5.007 billion, $5 million above FY12
e Regulatory Program, $199 million, $6 million above FY12
e Reportlanguage urges the Army Corps of Engineers to spend 20 percent of
harbor maintenance trust fund money in the state in which it was collected
® Department of the Interior, $1.049 billion, $27 million below FY12
e Central Valley Project Restoration Fund, $40 million, which is $13 million
below fiscal year 2012
California Bay-Delta Restoration, $36 million, which is $4 million below
fiscal year 2012
Report language provides for a six-month Interior Department study on ways
to "facilitate additional water supply deliveries" to Central Valley Project
contractors. The bill also "urges" the Interior Department to "facilitate and
expedite" transfers of CVP water
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Comparison of House and Senate Subcommittee Budget Proposals

On Wednesday, the House Committee on Appropriations approved allocations for the twelve
appropriations bills for fiscal year 2013, aligning them with the House-adopted $1.028 trillion
spending target. The Senate approved their subcommittee appropriations last week, in line with
the $1.047 trillion level set in the debt limit agreement made last year between Congress and the
White House. The House Bill appropriates $8 billion more for Defense programs than the Senate,
offsetting this increase with an $8 billion cut in Labor, Health and Human Services and $10
billion in State and Foreign Operations program cuts. Because the House budget level is some
$29 billion below the prior spending agreement reached with the administration, the president
has vowed to veto any spending bills that seek to impose more stringent reductions than those
agreed upon last fall.

Highlights from House and Senate allocations are below, with difference between House and
Senate:

Subcommittee

House

Senate

Difference

Agriculture

$19.4B

$20.8B

-$1.4

Energy - Water

Commerce/Justice/Science [$ 51.1 B

$32.1B

$51.9B

$33.4B

-$0.8

-$1.3

Homeland Security

$39.1B

$39.5B

-$ 0.4

Interior, Environment

Labor - HHS

Military Construction/VA

$28B
$150B
$71.7B

$29.7 B
$157.7B
$72.2B

-$1.7
-$7.7
-$0.5

Transportation/HUD

$51.6 B

$53.4B

-$1.8
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House Bill Introduced to Prohibit Implementation of Clean Water Act
Guidance

On Friday, Chairmen of the House Committees on Agriculture and Transportation and
Infrastructure introduced H.R. 4965. The bill would prohibit the USEPA and the Army Corps of
Engineers from finalizing or implementing Clean Water Act “guidance.” Transportation and
Infrastructure Chairman John Mica (R-FL) says the guidance “ignore[s] law and rulemaking
procedures.” This legislation would require a formal rulemaking for any changes in the definition
of “waters of the United States.”

USDOT Announces Eligible TIFIA Financing Projects

This week, the U.S. Department of Transportation announced five projects eligible to apply for
financing under the Transportation Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (TIFIA) program.
The projects are: the Gerald Desmond Bridge replacement in Long Beach, California; extending
the tolled express lane on California's SR-91; a bus rapid transit project in Colorado; four new
tolled lanes on Texas's [-35; and HOT/HOV lanes on I-95 in Virginia that will eventually connect
to the Beltway. The Senate's transportation bill would expand the program to $1 billion. The
Department received 26 letters of interest exceeding $13 billion in total requests.

Recent Reports/New Legislation/Grants

Surface Transportation Reauthorization in the 112th Congress: Summary and Sources
(PDF)

Taking the Waste Out of Wastewater - Video (New York Times 4.23.12)Drinking water
reclaimed from sewage might sound disgusting, but the psychologist Paul Rozin argues that it is a
necessary solution to our domestic water woes.
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Environmental Working Group’s New Report “Troubled Waters” has laid out three ways the
2012 federal farm bill can protect drinking water from farm chemicals run-off. Congress should:

End direct payments, reduce farm insurance subsidies and block any new entitlement programs
that encourage all-out production and hurt the environment.

EPA - Principles for an Energy Water Future (PDF) - The principles are familiar concepts:
water and energy efficiency, a water-wise energy sector, an energy-wise water sector, viewing
wastewater as a source of renewable resources, integrated resource planning, and maximizing
social benefits. EPA hopes that having them listed in one document that touches upon all
aspects of energy and water's interdependency will help to further raise awareness, stimulate
discussion and advance progress.

Hearings
Note: Congress will be on recess next week; a small number of hearings will be held

Hydraulic Fracturing Regulation
Date: May 2, Time 9:00 am
Location: Old Supreme Court Chambers, Denver, Colorado

House

Date: May 8, Time: 3:00 pm
Committee: Conference
Hearing: Highway Bill
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