
Lessons of Hope
Opportunities for Change

Call to Action
by Libby Schaaf, dedicated to Peggy Moore



 Most elected leaders are fierce local boosters.



Hopeful Lesson 1: Local political leaders 
can become Regionalists!



Local Climate Action can feel irrelevant.



Hopeful Lesson 2: 
Local Climate Action is powerful!



55 Years of Saving the Bay: 
Persistence Pays Off!
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2016: Measure AA 
passed by 70% in the 9 
Bay Area counties. It is 
providing $25M a year for 
20 years to build & repair 
levies and restore & care 
for wetlands habitat.



Hopeful Lesson 3: We’ve been building our 
regional & persistence muscles for decades!



Opportunities for Change



Uncle Sam’s New Brothers!



Regional planners have been 
hard at work!





SF Bay Adaptation 
Fiscal Tidal Wave
- Warner Chabot



Inaction
will cost 
$236 Billion in 
damage to 
property & 
roadways.



Action will cost only $110 Billion –
less than half the cost of 
Inaction.



CALL TO ACTION!!



#1: Recognize & Reward 
Political Leaders who think 
long term & act regionally.



#2: Help pass 
two Bay-friendly 
Ballot Measures 
this November!



28



29



California Affordable Housing and Infrastructure Initiative 2024

30

An initiative on the November 2024 ballot will allow local 
governments to issue bonds to build affordable housing and 
public infrastructure projects -- like roads, water, and fire 
stations -- if approved by a 55% vote and containing 
accountability and transparency provisions. 

This initiative could:
● Help communities implement plans to protect 

themselves from sea level rise & climate change impacts.
● Help communities meet transportation, water, public 

safety & other infrastructure needs.
● Help build hundreds of thousands of new affordable 

homes for low- and middle-income Californians. 
● Help millions of Californians own a home through first-

time homebuyer assistance.

ACA 1: CA Affordable Housing & Infrastructure Initiative



California Affordable Housing and Infrastructure Initiative 2024

31

Join Our Coalition
Californians for Affordable Housing Now!

Californians for Affordable Housing Now is a diverse
coalition with members including housing advocates, local 
officials, business groups, homeless advocates, community 
groups, seniors’ advocates, and labor. But our opposition is 
motivated and mobilized, and we need your help.

Visit our Website
www.affordablehousingnow.org

More Ways to Get Involved
Sandra Lowe
Coalition Coordinator 
smarchele@gmail.com

How to Join — Sign Up Here!



Shira Bezalel

#3: Keep up the state & 
federal advocacy, and start 
planning NOW for a local 
regional climate bond  – for a 
beautiful, sustainable future!


