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CALIFORNIA'S LARGEST RESERVOIRS
DamOutflowAcre-FeetCountyNameRank
Shasta DamSacramento River4,552,000ShastaLake Shasta1
Oroville DamFeather River3,537,577ButteLake Oroville2
Trinity DamTrinity River2,448,000TrinityTrinity Lake3
New Melones DamStanislaus River2,400,000Tuolumne, CalaverasNew Melones Lake4
San Luis DamSan Luis Creek2,041,000MercedSan Luis Reservoir #5
New Don Pedro DamTuolumne River2,030,000TuolumneDon Pedro Reservoir6
Monticello DamPutah Creek1,602,000NapaLake Berryessa7
Sites & Golden Gate DamsStone Corral & Funks Creeks1,500,000Colusa, GlennSites Reservoir #8
Canyon DamNorth Feather River1,308,000PlumasLake Almanor9
Folsom DamAmerican River1,120,200Sacramento, El Dorado, PlacerFolsom Lake10

# - off stream reservoir

How big would Sites be when built 
relative to other reservoirs in the state? 



General Comparison of Sites to Alternative Water Supply 
System Costs

Supply Cost ($/AF; $2021) Integration
($/AF; $2021)

Total Cost ($/AF; $2021)
Low Medium High Low Medium High

Stormwater Capture
Small (<1.5 TAF) $653 $1,293 $1,415 $381 $1,061 $1,674 $1,796
Large (6.5 TAF - 8.1 TAF) $259 $272 $286 $626 $653 $667
Recycled Water - Non-Potable Reuse
Small (< 9.7 TAF) $599 $653 $1,265 $1,048 $1,646 $1,701 $2,313
Recycled Water - Indirect Potable Reuse
Small (< 9.7 TAF) $1,646 $2,041 $2,449 $503 $2,163 $2,558 $2,953
Large (> 9.7 TAF) $1,238 $1,442 $1,742 $1,742 $1,946 $2,259
Brackish Water Desalination
Small (< 16.2 TAF) $993 $1,660 $1,905 $122 $1,129 $1,782 $2,027
Large (> 9.73 TAF) $925 $1,116 $1,347 $1,048 $1,238 $1,469
Seawater Desalination
Small (< 16.2 TAF) $2,735 $2,898 $4,504 $218 $2,953 $3,116 $4,721
Large (> 9.73 TAF) $2,082 $2,136 $2,585 $2,299 $2,340 $2,803

TABLE 5-9. ALTERNATIVE WATER SUPPLY SYSTEM COSTS ($/AF; $2021)

Source: Cooley H., The Cost of Alternative Urban Water Supply and Efficiency Options in California 2019.  AF (acre feet) TAF (thousand acre-feet)

Sites Reservoir $850 $450* $1,300
Supply costs are FOB out of the reservoir.  Integration is estimated cost of transmission plus Through - Delta and other 
conveyance losses. Total cost is delivered through the state water project system to the Los Angeles region. 



Sites Water Rights Protestants – 16 Total   (as of 9/12/23)

Non-Governmental Organizations:
1. San Francisco Baykeeper, The Bay Institute, Defenders of Wildlife, Golden State Salmon Association
2. CalWild
3. Center for Biological Diversity
4. California Sportfishing Protection Alliance, Friends of the River, Winnemem Wintu Tribe, AquAlliance, 

California Water Impact Network, CalWild, Fly Fishers of Davis, Friends of Swainson’s Hawk, Northern 
California Council of Fly Fishers International, Restore the Delta, Save California Salmon, Sierra Club 
California, Water Climate Trust

5. North Coast Rivers Alliance, Pacific Coast Federation of Fisherman’s Association, The Institute for 
Fisheries Resources, San Francisco Crab Boat Owners Association, Winnemem Wintu Tribe

6. Trout Unlimited
7. Water Climate Trust, Waterkeeper Alliance, Winnemem Wintu Tribe, International Rivers

Water related organizations:
1. Central Delta Water Agency, South Delta Water 

Agency, Zuckerman-Mandeville, Inc, Delta Farms 
Reclamation District No. 2030 (McDonald Island), 
Randy Mussi Investment LP

2. Contra Costa Water District
3. County of San Joaquin
4. Bureau of Reclamation 
5. State Water Contractors

Individuals: 
1. Ben King
2. Richard Morat
3. Steve Owens
4. Clarke Ornbaun



Project Schedule



Questions
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