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Mark’s Wrong Numbers: 4 Scenarios for the Annual Cost Per Parcel for the 9 County 
Bay Area for SLR Adaptation
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Social Equity: West Oakland Compared with Facebook on Measure AA

Facebook

� Estimated 0.3 parcels/acre

� Approximately 135 acres

� Approximately 40 parcels

� Roughly $4 in taxes per acre

� Roughly $540 in annual Measure AA taxes

West Oakland

� Estimated 9.6 parcels/acre

� Approximately 4,160 acres

� Approximately 39,940 parcels

� Roughly $108 in taxes per acre

� Roughly $479,200 in annual Measure AA taxes

� In June 2016, Measure AA adopted a $12 per year parcel tax earmarked for the restoration of wetlands 
surrounding the San Francisco Bay

� As the tax is levied on a per-parcel basis, various sub-regions of the Bay Area can pay differing amounts of 
taxes per acre based on the size of respective parcels
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Potential Material Required for Horizontal Levies in the Bay

Google Maps shows about 180 miles for a drive around the Bay.
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Social Equity is a Design Criteria

� California requires a 2/3 vote for most form of 
tax increases

� Utility rates require a majority protest process 
under Prop 218

� If our “best case” with 50% grant funding is 
$500/parcel, what are our chances of success at 
the ballot?

� At $500/parcel the exaction from West Oakland 
would be approximately $20 million/year

� Compared to Facebook at $20,000/year

� The scale of climate change makes social equity 
in funding key to project feasibility

Remember the “Yellow Vests” in France?


