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1) Supreme Court Cases 

2) Climate Change 

3) Other CEQA Developments & Hot Topics 

• OPR Guidelines (Proposed) 

• Negative Declaration Cases 

• Subsequent Environmental Review Cases 

 

 
 

Supreme Court Decisions and Significant 
CEQA Developments & Hot Topics  
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1) Berkeley Hillside Preservation v. City of Berkeley* 

2) City of San Diego v. Board of Trustees of CSU* 

3) City of Hayward v. Board of Trustees of CSU 

4) California Building Industry Assn. v. BAAQMD 

5) Friends of San Mateo Gardens v. San Mateo Co. Comm. College Dist. 

6) Center for Biological Diversity v. Department of Fish & Wildlife 

7) Sierra Club v. County of Fresno 

8) Friends of the Eel River v. North Coast Railroad Authority 

9) Cleveland National Forest Foundation v. SANDAG 

10) Banning Ranch Conservancy v. City of Newport Beach 

 

 
 

Supreme Court Cases  
(Decided or Pending) 
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Berkeley Hillside Preservation v. City of 
Berkeley (2015) 60 Cal.4th 1086 
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City of San Diego v. Bd. of Trustees of the 
California State Univ. (2015) 61 Cal.4th 945 
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Center for Biological Diversity v. Department 
of Fish & Wildlife (Newhall Ranch) 
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California Building Industry Assn. v.  
Bay Area Air Quality Management Dist. 
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Reverse CEQA 
Mitigating for Pre-existing Problems 
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Friends of San Mateo Gardens v.  
San Mateo County Community College Dist. 
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Banning Ranch Conservancy v.  
City of Newport Beach 
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• 2005: Executive Order S-3-05 [80% by 2050] 

• 2006: AB 32 -- Global Warming Solutions Act [1990 levels by 
2020] 

• 2007: CARB 1990 GHG Emissions Inventory and 2020 Emissions 
Limit [427 MMTCO2e v. 596 MMTCO2e BAU] 

• 2008: CARB Scoping Plan 
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Climate Change 
(Administrative Developments) 



• 2008: SB 97 -- Amendments Ordering New GHG Guidelines 

• 2008: SB 375 – Sustainable Communities Strategies 

• 2009: CG § 15064.4 – CEQA Guidelines on GHG Analysis 

• 2010: BAAQMD CEQA Thresholds 

• 2015: Executive Order B-30-15 [40% below 1990 levels by 2030] 

• 2015: SB 50 [50% by 2030] and SB 32 [80% by 2050] – No Vote 
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Climate Change 
(Administrative Developments) 



1) CBE v. City of Richmond (2010) 184 Cal.App.4th 70 

2) CREED v. City of Chula Vista (2011) 197 Cal.App.4th 327 

3) CREED v. City of San Diego (2011) 196 Cal.App.4th 515 

4) SCOPE v. City of Santa Clarita (2011) 197 Cal.App.4th 1042 

5) Ballona Wetlands Land Trust v. City of Los Angeles (2011) 201 
Cal.App.4th 455 
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Climate Change 
(Past Cases) 



1) Concerned Dublin Citizens v. City of Dublin (2013) 214 Cal.App.4th 
1301 

2) North Coast Rivers Alliance v. MMWD (2013) 216 Cal.App.4th 614157 

3) Friends of Oroville v. City of Oroville (2013) 219 Cal.App.4th 832 

4) CAAP v. City of San Jose (2014) 227 Cal.App.4th 788 

5) Sierra Club v. County of San Diego (2014) 231 Cal.App.4th 1152 
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Climate Change 
(Past Cases) 



1) California Building Industry Assn. v. Bay Area Air Quality 
Management Dist. 

 

2) Center for Biological Diversity v. Dep’t of Fish & Wildlife  

 

3) Cleveland National Forest Found. v. San Diego Assoc. of 
Governments 

 

15 

Climate Change 
(Pending Supreme Court Cases) 



1) Guidelines §§ 15064, 15064.7 – Regulatory Standards 

2) Guidelines §§ 15087, 15088 – Responses to Comments 

3) Guideline § 15125 – Environmental Baseline 

4) Guideline §§ 15126.2, 15155 – Energy & Water Supply Analysis  

5) Guideline § 15126.4 – Deferral of Mitigation 

6) Guidelines § 15152, 15168 – Tiering & Program EIRs  

7) Guideline § 15182, 15301 – Transit-Oriented Development and Existing 
Facilities Exemptions 

8) Guideline § 15234 – Litigation Remedies 

9) Appendix G – Environmental Checklist 
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OPR Guidelines  
(Proposed Amendments) 



1) Citizens for Restoration of L Street v. City of Fresno (2015) 
229 Cal.App.4th 340 

2) Rominger v. County of Colusa (2014) 229 Cal.App.4th 690 

3) Keep Our Mountains Quiet v. County of Santa Clara (2015) 
236 Cal.App.4th 714 
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Negative Declarations 



1) Sierra Club v. County of San Diego (2014) 231 Cal.App.4th 
1152 

2) Ventura Foothill Neighbors v. Ventura (2014) 232 
Cal.App.4th 429 

3) City of Irvine v. County of Orange (2015) 238 Cal.App.4th 
526 
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Subsequent Environmental Review 
(Addendums and Supplemental EIRs) 



Arthur Coon 
arthur.coon@msrlegal.com   

Christian Marsh 

cmarsh@DowneyBrand.com 

Todd Williams  

toddwilliams@wendel.com  

 

Questions? 
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