
 

 

Bay Planning Coalition Expert Briefing:  
CEQA Update – Supreme Court and Hot Topics Review 

 
October 6, 2015 

11:00 a.m. – 1:15 p.m. 
Law Office of Wendel Rosen Black & Dean LLP 

1111 Broadway, 19th Floor, Oakland, CA 
 
11:00 – 11:05   Welcome and Introductions  

John Coleman, CEO, Bay Planning Coalition 
 
11:05 – 12:50  Expert Panel:  Supreme Court Decisions and Significant CEQA 

Developments & Hot Topics    
Moderated by: David Ivester, Partner, Briscoe Ivester & Bazel LLP 
 

  Expert Panelists:  

 Art Coon, Attorney and Shareholder, Miller Starr Regalia 

 Christian Marsh, Partner, Downey Brand LLP 

 Todd Williams, Partner, Wendel, Rosen, Black & Dean LLP 
 

 11:05 – 11:45: Supreme Court Cases  
 

 11:45 – 12:05: Climate Change ( relevant case law and administrative &  
  legislative developments) 
 

 12:05 – 12:20: Break for Lunch 
 

 12:20 – 12:50: Other CEQA Developments & Hot Topics (Other  
  key CEQA cases and developments, OPR Guidelines) 
 

12:50 – 1:15   Discussion and Q&A    
 
 
 
 
 

* An application requesting MCLE credit for this activity is pending for approval by the State Bar of California. Certificates of 
Attendance will be sent upon request once State Bar approval is received. To ensure MCLE Credit verification, please also sign in on 
the “Record of Attendance” form.  
 
 

 

Upcoming BPC Events: 

 October 29, 2015 –BPC Workshop: Economic Challenges to Port Competitiveness– Port of San 

Francisco, San Francisco, CA, 8:30 AM to 12:00 PM 

 November 12, 2015 –BPC Workshop: Dredging & Beneficial Reuse – AECOM, Oakland, CA, 8:30 

AM to 12:00 PM 

 December 11, 2015– BPC Annual Meeting & Luncheon – St. Francis Yacht Club, San Francisco, 

CA, 11:30 AM to 2:00 PM 

 



 

 

Art Coon 

As the Co-Chair of Miller Starr Regalia’s Land Use Practice Group and Chair of its Appellate Practice Group, 
Art Coon guides clients through a broad range of real property, land use and environmental matters. 
 
Art has distinguished himself as a litigator at the trial and appellate levels of both federal and state courts, 
including an appearance as counsel of record before the U.S. Supreme Court. His areas of expertise include 
land use, environmental law, the law of public agencies, extraordinary writs, and the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA). Art also counsels and advocates for clients who have matters in front of administrative 
bodies. 
 
In receiving a J.D. from the University of California, Davis School of Law in 1986, Art was awarded the 
Order of the Coif, served as a Law Review editor, was a member of the Trial Practice Honors Board, and 
received American Jurisprudence Awards in Conflict of Laws and Commercial Paper. He earned his 
bachelor’s degree from the University of Southern California in 1982. 
 
He has written dozens of articles for law reviews, legal periodicals, and other publications, as well as 
authoring the chapters “CEQA” and “Subdivisions, Land Use Planning, and Approvals” in Miller & Starr, 
California Real Estate, Third Edition.   
 
Art Coon has been listed among Northern California’s "Superlawyers" for the last six years. 
 
 
 
 
 

David Ivester 
 
David Ivester focuses on land use, environmental, and natural resource law. He has represented landowners, 
developers, public entities, energy companies and various other businesses on a wide variety of 
environmental, land use, land title and water quality issues before federal, state and local regulatory agencies 
and state and federal trial and appellate courts. David has frequently lectured and written about 
environmental and land use regulation. 
 
David regularly represents clients in federal, state, and local regulatory agencies on land use, environmental 
review, wetlands, endangered species, water quality, and natural resource issues. He has broad experience with 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Environmental Protection Agency, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
National Marine Fisheries Service, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, California Department of Fish 
and Game, State Water Resources Control Board and the Regional Water Quality Control Boards, California 
Coastal Commission, California Energy Commission, San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development 
Commission, and cities and counties. 
 
David’s litigation experience includes federal and state suits involving the Clean Water Act, Endangered 
Species Act, National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal Flood Insurance Act, Rivers and Harbors 
Act, California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), California Endangered Species Act, Fish and Game 
Code, Porter-Cologne Act, Permit Streamlining Act, and regulatory takings under the U.S. Constitution. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 

Christian Marsh 
 
Christian Marsh is a partner in the San Francisco office of Downey Brand.  He advises public and private 
clients on natural resource, energy, and land use matters involving water rights and water quality, the public 
trust doctrine, endangered species, wetlands, California planning and zoning law, and NEPA and CEQA 
review.  Among a variety of projects, he has entitled and permitted small and large-scale residential, 
commercial, and mixed-use real estate developments, ground and surface water supply projects, renewable 
and non-renewable energy and transmission facilities, port and waterfront developments, and mining projects. 
 
Christian conducts trial and appellate-level litigation in each of these areas.  He recently served as lead trial 
counsel for the county in six related cases challenging the Cadiz Valley Water Conservation, Recovery and 
Storage Project and appeared as a counsel of record for the prevailing parties in two CEQA cases before the 
California Supreme Court, Save the Plastic Bag Coalition v. City of Manhattan Beach and Stockton Citizens for Sensible 
Planning v. City of Stockton. 
 
Before practicing law, Christian served as special assistant in the U.S. Department of the Interior, where he 
advised the Deputy Secretary and the Assistant Secretary for Water & Science on endangered species and 
water policy. 
 
 
 
 
 

Todd Williams 
 
Todd Williams is a partner at Wendel Rosen and Chair of its Land Use Practice Group.  Todd represents 
clients in a broad spectrum of land use, real estate and environmental matters concerning both administrative 
proceedings and land use litigation.  Todd works with public and private clients, including landowners and 
developers of residential, infill, commercial, mixed use and industrial projects, as well as local agencies, on 
matters concerning property entitlement processing and local government approvals; CEQA litigation and 
compliance; planning and zoning law advice; and real property litigation. 
 
Todd has appeared before trial and appellate courts on matters regarding CEQA, the State Planning and 
Zoning Law, the Subdivision Map Act, local zoning laws, historic preservation, the Coastal Act, and the 
Williamson Act among others.  Todd is a frequent speaker and writer on land use issues, with a particular 
emphasis on CEQA.  He has been selected for inclusion in Northern California’s Super Lawyers magazine 
since 2010. 
 
Todd received his J.D. from the University of California, Hastings College of the Law where he was an editor 
for the Hastings Law Journal.  During law school, he served as an extern for the Hon. Marilyn Hall Patel in 
the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of California.  He earned his bachelor’s degree from UCLA.  
Prior to becoming a lawyer, Todd worked as a sports writer covering college football and basketball, and the 
1994 World Cup. 
 


