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really the last – to patrol, to offload her missiles

and to go to Bangor, Washington to be scrapped.  

Interestingly enough on her last patrol she had an 

unusual occurrence; she was only 20 miles from the 

epicenter of a 7.2 earthquake.  Some of the crew 

thought she had been attacked, others thought they 

had hit something; all were happy to hear via 

communications that it was only an earthquake.

During her journey to the Puget Sound Naval 

Shipyard, the Vallejo visited Mare Island for 11 days. 

This was a well deserved respite before she began yet 

another battle.

The city of Vallejo and Mare Island Historic Park 

Foundation wanted the Vallejo to return to Mare 

Island to serve as a tourist attraction once Mare Island 

Shipyard closed in 1996.  The Navy had to spend 

about $9 million to scrap the sub and it would take

At Last! … or Maybe Not!?
On 7 July 1964 at Mare Island Naval Shipyard the keel 

was laid for a new nuclear powered “boomer” 

submarine, SSBN 658, Mariano G. Vallejo.  She was 

launched on 23 October 1965 and commissioned on 

16 December 1966 with PCOs (Prospective 

Commanding Officers) of CDR Douglas B. Guthe

(Blue Crew) and CDR. John K. Nunneley (Gold 

Crew.)

She served proudly for nearly 30 years, conducted 

more than 3000 tours, and, as one of the “41 for 

Freedom”, she carried ballistic missiles that helped to 

provide deterrence during the Cold War that 

prevented a major conflict from erupting between the 

West and the Communist world.  On 1 April 1994 the 

last three subs of her class stood down as the front line 

of the strategic deterrence program. The Vallejo was
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A) The front cover of the keel laying program for the Mariano G. Vallejo (SSBN-628), July 7th, 1964. B) The keel of the Mariano G. Vallejo after having been 

electronically branded with the initials of President Lyndon B. Johnson. It is been inspected by Rep. Henry B. Gonzalese (D-TX), Rep. Edward R. Roybal (D-CA), and 

RADM Edward J. Fahy (Shipyard Commander). C) Miss Patricia O. V. McGettigan of San Francisco (sponsor and the great great granddaughter of General Vallejo, left) 

and Senora Guadalupe Marron de Pardo of Guadalajara (Matron of Honor, also the great great granddaughter of General Vallejo, right). D) The commemorative post 

mark on the launching of the Marriano G. Vallejo, Oct 23rd, 1965. D) RADM J. H. McQuilkin (Shipyard Commander, left) being saluted by CDR John K. Nunneley

(PCO Gold, second from right) and CDR Douglas B. Guthe (PCO Blue, right) at the awards ceremonies for the Mariano G. Vallejo, June 14th, 1966. E) Mariano G. 

Vallejo being launched at Mare Island on October 23rd, 1965. The US Air Force, 82nd Fighter Interceptor Squadron (Travis AFB, CA) provided the flight of F-102 Delta 

Daggers. (Images from Navsource.org)
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almost the same amount to make it suitable to be an 

historic monument; but the Navy was not buying that

idea because federal law prevented them from 

donating the sub to the city. The Navy wanted to be 

paid $10 million to make the sub transferrable. 

The next step was to appeal to Rep. George Miller for 

assistance but before anything substantive could 

happen, the Navy notified Ken Zadwick, president of 

Mare Island Historic Park Foundation, and the city 

that they had to have $10 million by 3 February 1995 

or the Vallejo would become razor blades.  Even the 

Washington Post noted the absurdity of the request. 

Then the Navy offered pieces of the Vallejo:  conning 

tower - $40,000, stern - $60,000, periscopes - $30,000.

By mid-February, the Navy told Vallejo it could not 

have a three month extension for a feasibility study, 

but they would donate parts of the sub to the city.  

The rationale was that the donation would still allow 

the Navy to meet its schedule for Reactor 

Compartment shipping.  On 19 October  1995 the sail, 

ballast control panel, torpedo fire-control panels, 

diving and steering controls, periscope stand, and three 

periscopes arrived at Mare Island on the USS Sperry, a 

sub-tender also built at MINSY, and on its way to the 

mothball fleet in Suisun Bay. 

The sail sat on the waterfront for more than a decade.  

In August 2008, two former Mare Island employees 

and MIHPF volunteers, Russ Tye and John 

Chamberlin conceived the idea of a project to save the 

sail and build a monument on which to place it.

IN 2009 the city notified MIHPF that the sail had to 

be moved because the area where it sat was due for 

remediation.  After much discussion it was decided to 

move it a little more than a block away on the 

waterfront by Building Way 2.  Phil Joy, a local 

professional house mover, volunteered to rig a series
2

of dollies with 32 wheels to move the 65 ton sail.  In 

December 2009 negotiations started with the city to 

study and discuss possible locations for the permanent 

placement of the sail.

In spring of 2010 the MIHPF Board of Directors gave 

approval for the SOS (Save Our Sail) Project to move 

forward.  Jeffco Painting and Coating on Mare Island 

volunteered to repaint the sail according to Navy 

specifications and applied three coats of black paint.  

During that year the city and the SOS Committee 

discussed the placement of the memorial in Alden 

Park.  A fundraising campaign was begun to which

former crew members of the Vallejo responded 

enthusiastically.  They also lobbied the city to place the

sail in Alden Park next to the Polaris missile, the same 

type of missile that she had carried, and in August 

2010 the SOS Committee submitted a proposal to the 

City Planning Department for that to occur.

The Planning Department responded by saying that a 

Cultural Landscape Report (CLR) had to be conducted 

which would determine the “character defining 

features of each area and to lay out recommendations 

to preserve or restore these key features.”  A firm was 

hired in October 2010 to do the CLR.

Then there was a bit of a hiatus and in April 2011 

VADM J.A. Sagerholm wrote a letter to the editor 

supporting the placement of the sail in Alden Park.  

That same month the firm doing the CLR submitted a 

draft copy of its report to the city which gave it to the 

SOS Committee for discussion.  In May the SOS 

Committee questioned the CLR report which basically 

said the park should be retuned as closely as possible 

to a 1936 design for the park which would eventually 

include possible removal of the Subroc and Polaris 

missiles which had been placed there by the Navy 

before the yard closed.  The flag pole was to be the

The Mariano G. Vallejo (SSBN-658) departing Mare Island on September 13th, 1994, after the final port call of her career.
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dominant feature of the park.

In July 2011, the crew of SSBN 658 held their reunion 

at Mare Island and participated in the 4th of July 

Parade in Vallejo.  They expected to see the sail in 

Alden Park, but it was still on the waterfront.  That 

same month the final CLR report was submitted to the 

city and then it was sent to the AHLC (Architectural 

Heritage and Landscape Committee) in Vallejo for 

approval. At a 31 July AHLC meeting there was much 

resistance voiced by the SOS Committee, but no 

decisions were made and the conflict cooled down. 

In 2012 there were innumerable meetings between the 

city officials, Lennar Mare Island (LMI) and the SOS 

Committee.  In July 2012 the SOS Committee 

resubmitted the proposal for Alden Park. 

In June of 2013 the committee met with city officials 

and requested that the city provide them with a list of 

obstacles to placement of the sail in the park.  On 22 

July an eight page letter (!!) was received from the city 

outlining the hurdles they foresaw.  At that point the 

SOS Committee decided to come up with a new 

location for the sail.

In August of 2013 the SOS Committee met with the 

city and LMI and acquiesced on Alden Park and

introduced the idea of placing the sail in front of the 

museum, Bldg. 46.  In January of 2014 LMI sent a

letter agreeing to the plan for Bldg. 46 and requested 

from the city a letter that indicated the proposals from 

August were acceptable to the city as well.

In March 2014 Chamberlin met an electrical engineer 

John Boggess who was working on a project with a 

local firm, Oscar Ocampo Engineering, and told him 

about the sail project.  Boggess thought the local 

engineering firm might be willing to help.  A meeting 

was arranged with Oscar Ocampo and they 

volunteered to do the design and drawings for the 

project.  In mid-March signed agreements were 

received by the SOS Committee from the city.  In May 

Ocampo engineering presented the final drawings 

worth approximately $10,000.  In June seven copies of 

the drawings were sent to the city

On 17 July 2014, the AHLC gave its unanimous 

approval.  Finally the project could move forward to 

place the sail on a monument with commemorative 

pavers in front of the museum building.  AT LAST!!!

BUT the project still cannot move forward.  Right next 

to the lower door at the front of the museum there is 

an area 12’ x12’ x6’ which still has to be remediated 

because of possible contamination.  According to LMI

that project will be completed in the spring of 2015.  

That means there is a possibility that the sail will find its 

permanent home 20 years after its arrival at Mare 

Island.  That is, if God’s willing and the Creek don’t 

rise! (Though the earth already shook!)

From top to bottom: The arrival of the sail of Marriano G. 
Vallejo (SSBN-658) at Mare Island, October 19th, 1995. The 

landing of the Vallejo sail. The moving of the sail to Bldg Way 

2. The sail, in 2009.



Quake shakes MINSY
As you were sleeping on Sunday, 24 August at 0320 in 

the morning you would have heard a loud noise, rather 

like the biggest garbage truck ever to travel up your 

street beginning its rounds.  By the time you realized 

today was not garbage collection day, the rolling would 

have started and your bed would have shook vigorously 

for a good 20 seconds or so.  Such a short time – unless 

you are in the midst of an earthquake and then it seems 

like an eternity.  If you were fortunate you had little
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Mare Island Museum Hours
10:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. Weekdays 

10:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. First and Third Weekends
Tel: (707) 557-4646

Shipyard tours by appointment, please call:
(707) 664-4746 or (707) 280-5742

Preserving the history of Mare Island

USGS Seismograph, August 24, 2014

damage; if you were not you may have a house or 

business that was red-tagged – not safe to enter!

MINSY had some very fortunate people, but a number 

of the older buildings were red-tagged and all of the 

buildings which are part of the Mare Island Historic 

Park Foundation were damaged.

The first concern was St. Peter’s Chapel with its 25 

Tiffany windows which are irreplaceable.  The damage 

in the chapel consisted of the second row of organ 

pipes on the altar falling out of their base; some landed 

on the floor while others simply went awry, leaning one 

way or another while still anchored in the base.  

Fortunately the Schoenstein Organ Company (they 

built the huge organ in the new Mormon Center in Salt 

Lake) is located in Benicia and has been maintaining 

our organ in recent years.  They came, reviewed the 

damage and said they would take the pipes to their 

shop and build a new base so that the same thing 

would not be likely to occur again.  There is a wedding 

in late September for which the organ was needed and 

Schoenstien said they might have to push it, but felt 

they could make the repairs in time.  As for the 

windows, they survived without any damage, a minor 

miracle in itself.

Quarters A and B were yellow-tagged which meant we 

could go in to make repairs and for limited use as long

as people were kept from the areas affected by the 

quake.  Both house had plaster fall off the walls and 

will require new sheetrock, plastering and painting.  In 

Quarters A the chimney was damaged though not 

nearly so badly as most of the other mansions. The 

chimney lost bricks, but they fell on the roof 

immediately around the base.  That area of the yard 

was cordoned off in case an aftershock sent the bricks 

flying once again.

The museum building which had to be retrofitted 

before we could open sustained the most damage.  It

was red-tagged early Sunday morning and remained so 

until Thursday after engineers had inspected and 

determined that we could allow people to enter.  In the 

museum itself the damage was minimal.  One display 

case had its glass top shattered and a number of 

pictures in the photo gallery ended up hanging at an 

angle.  Lots of dirt and bits of masonry ended up on 

the floor and kept several people busy vacuuming 

paint chips, dirt and other unidentified objects.  

“Some” had probably lived in the roof areas for close 

to a century!  There was also one small pane of glass 

broken on the north side of the building,

The greatest damage to the museum occurred in the 

oldest part of the building, the “building within a 

building” which was originally built as the smithery

where Farragut had metal parts made to put the 

earliest ships together.  The building is two stories tall 

and contains the library on the ground floor and the 

radio room on the second.  The library sustained no 

damage, not even one book fell off the shelves, but the 

radio room was not so lucky.  On the southeast corner 

30-40 feet of the brick façade fell off the building and 

roof tiles fell from the ceiling.  Some of the items 

stored there ended up on the floor.  Because of the 

potential for more damage during aftershocks that part 

of the building was cordoned off.
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The good news is we have had quite a few visitors 

since we reopened on Friday and are expecting 

members of the Sub Vets who are holding their 

national convention in Burlingame outside San 

Francisco to be here Tuesday for a tour and lunch.

As for the rest of Mare Island all of the mansions were 

yellow-tagged due to chimney damage which in some 

cases also impacted roofs and eaves and will require 

more extensive reconstruction.  Two of the buildings 

severely damaged were the boat shop and the building

occupied by Western Dovetail Drawers.  Interestingly 

enough, both of these buildings were built just after 

the turn of the 20th Century and are steel reinforced 

buildings.  However, we have pictures from the 1906 

and the Loma Prieta earthquakes which show these 

buildings having lost their brick facades in both those 

quakes. And that is exactly what happened this time, 

huge piles of bricks ended up on Nimitz Avenue 

which fell off those two buildings.

FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency) 

engineers have been to inspect the buildings which 

may mean federal assistance for repairs if the damages 

in Vallejo are severe enough to warrant funding. But, 

the best news - no one was injured anywhere on Mare 

Island. Spread the word :

MARE ISLAND MUSUM 

IS OPEN FOR 

VISITORS!!

1 2

Mare Island History PowerPoint 

Presentations Available!
The Mare Island Museum has just recently completed 

a PowerPoint presentation on the history of Mare 

Island.  Three tour guides, Lew Halloran, Chris 

Panton and Barbara Davis have volunteered their 

services to present this history of Mare Island to any 

club or group which is interested.  The group need 

only provide a screen or blank wall, the museum 

provides the rest.  And if neither of the two requested 

are available the museum will help to secure the 

screen.

If your group is interested please call (707) 557 4646 

Monday through Friday from 10:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. 

and ask for Barbara to request a date.

DVD on Ship Architecture Now 

Available
About two years ago the San Francisco Public Library 

called Mare Island Museum and asked if we were 

interested in some oversized books about ship 

architecture.  We immediately replied in the 

affirmative and arranged for a volunteer to pick up the 

volumes.  After the library delivered the books to the 

car, the volunteer called and asked, “Do you know 

what oversized means?” The books measured 21”x 

27” and weighed too much for the average aged 

volunteer to lift.

They constituted the three folios of The Modern System 

of Naval Architecture by J. Scott Russell and were 

published in 1865 in England. Russell’s most famous 

ship was the Great Eastern, a screw and paddle 

propelled ship not exceeded in size for nearly a half 

century.  One of the volumes is primarily text 

describing the individual processes, the second is a 

book of drawings for individual parts of ships and the 

third is the drawings for entire ships.  The drawing for 

the Great Eastern is a seven page fold-out which is 

longer than the longest table in the museum library.

Occasionally people would ask, “What are those big 

books?” and we would open the one with fold-outs 

and everyone would ooh and aah!

One day nautical buff Craig Crouch visited the library 

and asked the typical question.  When we explained 

he quickly asked if he could digitize them.  Knowing 

few people would have access to the materials in any 

other way, the museum quickly agreed.  Mr. Crouch
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proceeded to come to the library with his camera, 

lights and other photographic equipment for many 

days and has just recently finished the project.

The DVD containing the digitized versions of the  

three folios will soon be available for purchase online 

(http://sharinghistory.com/RUS.htm) for $12.00 

(plus tax and shipping). Mr. Crouch will also be 

providing the museum book shop with copies for the 

DVD. The DVDs will be sold for $12.00 and all 

profits from the sale will be donated to the Mare 

Island Museum.

A Toast
In 1914 the Navy under the moralistic prohibitionist 

Secretary Josephus F. Daniels stated that with Order 

99 dated 1 June 1914 no more wine would be allowed 

to be drunk aboard ships in the officer’s mess – the 

daily ration was to be gone forever.  Sufficient notice 

was given and probably most of the alcohol was 

consumed before the deadly date.  However, whatever 

alcohol was still on ships of the Pacific Fleet as of 1 

July was to be turned into Mare Island and be 

replaced by bottles with fluid labeled grape juice.

This” cataclysmic event” led to another tradition.  At 

the formal dinners called Dining Ins held by the 

officers in the Navy three toasts are always given.  

The first is to the president of the United States.  The 

second is to the United States Navy and the third to 

Josephus Daniels.  The toast is “Here’s to Josephus 

Daniels, may he rot in Hell!  You can guess why!

Did you know?
“Cut and Run” – In the modern day it means to get 

out of a sticky situation as quickly as possible. The 

origin of the term was actually nautical, and used 

nautically under two different circumstances. One was 

when the sails were all furled and they wanted to 

quickly make use of the wind. To do this, they would 

“cut” the rope holding the sails and then “run” with 

the wind. “Cut and run” could also be used when a 

ship was anchored and needed to make a quick 

getaway. Hauling in the heavy anchor takes quite a bit 

of time, so they would simply cut the anchor 

ropes/chains and immediately get under way and 

away. Though an anchor is made up of a mass of not 

inexpensive metal, the cost was, no matter how one 

calculate it, inexpensive when compared to the lives 

of the full complement of the ship!

Coming Events

Shop 31 Reunion

September 20, 2014

11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Mare Island Museum

POC: John Chamberlin, Tel: 707-255-2647

Shop 51 Reunion

September 26, 2017

11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

POC: Richard Karr, Tel: 707-643-9008

Navy League/Sea Cadets

October 18, 2014

4:00 p.m.

Mare Island Museum

POC: John and Arlene Hoffman

Tel: 707-642-4925

MIHPF Board Meeting

October 27, 2014

10:00 a.m.

Quarters B

POC: Ken Zadwick, Tel: 707-557-0662

Design Code Reunion

November 4, 2014

11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Mare Island Museum

POC: Jim Holland, Tel: 707-224-8593

Veteran’s day Ceremony

November 11, 2014

09:00 a.m.

Mare Island Cemetery

POC: Mare Island Museum, Tel: 707-557-4646

Christmas Concert

December 21, 2014

2:00 p.m.

Chapel

POC: Mare Island Museum, Tel: 707-557-4646

For further information on any of these events contact the 

museum at mihp46@att.net or call (707) 557-4646

http://sharinghistory.com/RUS.htm
mailto:mihp46@att.net
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Voices from the Past:

Who was Jesse M. Bethel??
In Vallejo there is a school named Jesse M. Bethel 

High School, but we suspect that if you asked most 

people in Vallejo they would have little idea who Jesse 

Bethel was.  In briefest terms he was a chemist at 

Mare Island Naval Shipyard, but perhaps it is best to 

let him tell his own story as he wrote it for the Times-

Herald newspaper in 1996.  With their permission 

here is his story.

“As a graduating senior at Tillotson College in Austin, 

Texas, with a bachelor of science degree in chemistry, 

I read on the bulletin board that chemists were 

needed at Mare Island Naval Shipyard in Vallejo, 

Calif.

I completed a civil service application form and 

mailed it.  A few weeks later I received a letter of 

acceptance that stated I should go to Dallas and the 

MINSY representative would provide me with a 

railway passage to Vallejo.  He was an extremely nice 

and encouraging gentleman.

I married my college sweetheart on campus, packed 

two suitcases, caught the train to Vallejo and arrived 

here Labor Day, Sept. 4, 1944.  The industrial lab was 

a new three-story building across from St. Peter’s 

Chapel, with new scientific equipment for tests and 

chemical analysis.

I was introduced to a fine group of scientists, male 

and female, from colleges across the nation.  For the 

next 12 years I worked in four different test sections 

of the laboratory.  In the paint test section, under the 

supervision of Mr. Kenneth Beaver, I tested finished 

products and ingredients for chemical composition 

and physical performance.  These products were for 

use by the Navy, Army, Air Force and Marines on 

their equipment and facilities.  I moved next to the to 

the petroleum test section, where we evaluated 

petroleum products for physical and chemical 

conformance to specifications, suitability for special 

uses aboard ships and for contamination.  I made 

recommendations based on analysis to remedy 

malfunctions of hydraulic systems, combustion 

engines and solved lubrication problems of various 

systems

I supervised the work of subordinates in the 

operation, maintenance and repair of knock test 

engines for aviation, motor and diesel fuels.  I 

coordinated this with the petroleum refineries here in

the Bay Area.

I went to the metals test division, with responsibilities 

as in the test sections aforementioned, working with 

Mare Island foundry in quality control and 

manufacturing.

In the miscellaneous test section, I analyzed anything 

and everything that was not paint, petroleum or metal, 

and specialized in solving shipboard system problems, 

i.e. boilers, coolers, evaporators and air quality 

equipment.

Still an industrial laboratory analytical chemist in 1956, 

I was detailed to the nuclear power division.  I 

performed qualitative and quantitative analysis of 

organic and inorganic material used in reactor plant 

construction.  I performed analysis of the primary and 

secondary systems of the nuclear propulsion plant and 

a limited amount of radio chemistry on nuclear 

submarines.  I did research and development work 

with various shipyard shops and ships, trouble 

shooting and solved industrial control problems.

In 1961 I was transferred to the nuclear power 

division-reactor engineering branch as general chemist 

under the supervision of Robert J. Hanley.  I was 

responsible for control of cleaning processes and 

solutions; primary, secondary and radio chemistry 

during reactor plant testing; plan approval of the 

sampling systems, shipyard nucleonics, laboratory 

arrangements and equipment in submarines.  I 

planned and directed the shield and hull survey using 

various radiation detection devices in conjunction 

with ship’s personnel.  I was responsible for the 

receipt and storage of all shipboard chemicals aboard 

ships prior to their first sea trials.

The most exciting and dangerous part of my career 

was going on sea trials.  The first sea trial I went on 

was the SSN 588 Scamp, Dec. 6, 1961.  The non-

nuclear people were doing a severe test of a new drive 

shaft and propeller 50 miles out at sea.  We had the 

reactor plant at full power, the ship to go to full speed 

and then to a reverse full speed back when the 

propeller shaft snapped in two.  Both it and the 

propeller went to the bottom of the sea.  We had to 

be towed back by the Coast Guard.  Had the shaft 

snapped forward of the main seal, we would have 

been in big trouble.

I was assigned to all new construction sea trails to 

serve as advisory chemist to shipyard personnel and 

ship forces aboard on any problems that might arise.  

I went on the SSN 594 (Permit), SSN 595 (Plunger), 
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the day before sea trials on the SSBN 629 (Daniel 

Boone).  In his search for a replacement, there wasn’t 

anyone available in the Code 1500 Washington, D.C. 

group.  Admiral Rickover turned to his test chief and 

asked, “Is Jesse Bethel going on this trial?”  His chief 

responded, “Yes.”  The admiral said, “Put him on my 

team.”  I went on the sea trials as his chemistry 

representative.  I received a superior accomplishment 

award and a pay step increase from the shipyard 

commander.

At the end of my thirty years of experience on Mare 

Island, I considered myself very fortunate to have had 

such wonderful relationships with so many fine 

people, in the other activities on the shipyard, the 

ships’ crews and other shipbuilding companies and 

manufacturers.  I was forced into early retirement 

because I refused a transfer to Annapolis, MD., to 

continue with special research for the Navy BU ships.  

I’m glad I stayed here in Vallejo, Calif.”

In addition to working on Mare Island, Bethel was 

also the first African-American to be elected to the 

Vallejo School Board in 1968 and served 16 years.  He 

was also the first African-American president of the 

California School Board Association.  After retiring 

from Mare Island, Bethel became an insurance agent 

from which he retired in 1989.  In 1991 the school 

board decided to name a school after him, but he died 

just months before Jesse M. Bethel High School was 

opened in the fall of 1998.

Visitors! Visitors! Visitors!
Mare Island Museum had visitors from thirty-five 

states and four foreign countries during this last 

quarter. Part of the surge was due to more than 

100 SubVets who came to the museum during their 

national convention in Burlingame in early September.

Visitors came from the following states: Alabama, 

Arkansas, Arizona, California, Colorado, Connecticut, 

Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, 

Kansas, Kentucky, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, 

Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Nevada, New 

Jersey, New York, North Carolina, North Dakota, 

Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania, South 

Carolina, Texas, Virginia, Washington, Wisconsin, 

Wyoming and Washington, D.C. 

Foreign visitors came from England, Japan, Serbia 

and Turkey

SSBN 619 (Andrew Jackson), SSBN 624(Woodrow 

Wilson), and SSN 634 (Stonewall Jackson) successively 

with Adm. H.G. Rickover aboard.  On the SSN 594 

Permit sea trial, we were now the lead ship of the fast 

attack submarines as the SSN 593 Thresher had sunk 

in the Atlantic during its sea trial.  We went out the 

Gate to the test site and went carefully to the depth 

that was below enemy sonar capability at the time.  

About midnight they announced that we had been 

further down in the ocean in a full sized ship than any 

human known.  I was glad to get back to the surface.

One other incident in my sea trial experiences was 

memorable.  I had been aboard about four sea trials 

with Adm. Hyman G. Rickover aboard.  I had stayed 

out of his presence to avoid his intense examination of 

one’s knowledge of the nuclear processes.  As we 

(MINSY sea trials team) were preparing to go out, I 

had put on board all the test equipment, chemical and 

radiation engineering devices and emergency supplies.

Admiral Rickover’s chemistry specialist lost his father

The Scamp (SSN-588) being towed by the Coast guard cutter USCGC 
Comanche (WMEC-202) after losing her screw, December 4, 1961.



Mare Island Museum Membership
1100 Railroad Avenue, Vallejo, CA 94592

(707) 557 4646   mihp46@att.net www.mareislandhpf.org

The Mare Island Historic Park Foundation keeps alive the history of Mare Island Naval Shipyard and chronicles its 
shipbuilding activities in the museum, as well as preserving the most historic buildings – St. Peter’s Chapel, the 
Shipyard Commander’s Mansion and Building 46, the oldest building on the island dating from 1855.  The 
shipyard founded in 1854 by Commander David G. Farragut, first admiral in the USN, was the first naval 
installation on the West Coast and was an important contributor to success in World  War II in the Pacific.  It also 
played a prominent role in the Cold War by building 17 nuclear submarines.  We invite YOU to become a part of 
this endeavor by partnering with the Mare Island Historic Park Foundation and supporting its work.

Benefits of Membership:

 Free Admission to the Mare Island Museum (Bldg 46) for the year of partnership
 10% discount on purchases in gift shop
 Advance notice via email of new exhibits or events sponsored by the foundation
 Access to Mare Island Museum Library
 Free  newsletter via email
 Helping to preserve the history of  Mare Island Naval Shipyard

Partnership Levels: (All partnerships are for one (1) year and are fully tax deductible)

• Individual   $25.00 – Admits partner named on card
• Out of State  $20.00 – Admits partner named on card
• Family  $40.00 – Admits two household members and their children or grandchildren 12-18 

(under 12 are free)
• Student  $15.00 – Admits student named on card with a student ID card

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Mare Island Museum Membership Application
Name _______________________________________________________________ Date ___________________
Street Address _______________________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip Code ___________________________________________________________________________
Phone____________________________ Email Address ______________________________________________
Partnership Level:
______ Individual $25 _____ Out of State $20 _____Family $40 _____ Student (with ID) $15

Visa_____Mastercard ____American Express____Card Number _________________________ Exp. Date ______

Make checks payable to MIHPF. Remit to: ATTN; Membership 
Mare Island Museum
1100 Railroad Ave, Vallejo, CA 94592                       

(For Office Use Only)   ____L  ____D  ____E
Received by:_____________________________                                                Date_______________                          
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