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COASTAL EROSION MITIGATION
GUIDELINES

Introduction:

These guidelines were prepared as a PIANC CoCom initiative by Working Group 123. The WG 123 Terms of
Reference were directed at establishing guideline objectives and methods that identify best practices for shoreline
stabilisation, in particular related to Countries in Transition (CiT).

The Working Group primarily focused on the various coastal erosion problems that CiT have previously faced and
may face in the future. This included possible solutions to coastal erosion problems, as illustrated by examples from
real cases.

Countries in Transition are in the present context defined as countries having little or no xperience with coastal
management. This is offen due to inadequate organisation and facilities. A CiT is not the same as a developing
country, however, developing countries often belong to the CiT category. In respect to shoreline stabilisation, ‘so-
called’ developed countries can also belong to the CiT category. The technical conflicts between coastal
development and coastal erosion are independent of the categorisation of a country. However, in CiT the
problems related to mitigation of the erosion problems are usually worse due to the lack of coastal management
capabilities, legislation and administration.

This report describes coastal processes and identifies typical coastal erosion problems; identifies best practices in
coastal investigations and proposes practical decision methodology for shoreline stabilisation methods.

NOTE: The objective of this report is to provide information and recommendations on good practice. Conformity is not
obligatory and engineering judgement should be used in its application, especially in special circumstances. This report should
be seen as an expert guidance and state of the art on this particular subject. PIANC disclaims all responsibility in case this
report should be presented as an official standard.

PLEASE NOTE that for only € 95,00 ( € 35,00 for students ) you can become an individual member of PIANC. Individual members
receive a login and password to access the members only page on our website. There you can download all published
(English) PIANC reports and the new PIANC E-Magazine “On Course” FOR FREE, You'll also receive the new PIANC YEARBOOK
as a hard copy. (http://www.pianc.org/individualmember.php)
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