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By Bill Krauss, The Apex Group

               Welcome to the first edition      
                of Slack Tide for 2014.  I hope 
        that you find this a useful and      
   informative newsletter, and rest 
assured that we at CAHMPC will be 
doing all we can to make this a ‘must 
read’.  Not only that, but we want to 
increase our value to our membership, 
so we will be sending out more regular 
e-mails with news and events that 
will be of interest to you all.  We will 
also be looking at other ways of better 
communicating with you, getting 
feedback from you about what matters 
to you, what interests you, what you 
want to read about and what you want 
out of our annual conference.  
       The conference this year will be at 
the classic Hyatt Hotel in Santa Barbara, 
from September 29 through October 2.  
It will be a great conference, and the 
planning has already started so save 
the date and watch for more updates 
coming your way soon.
         We’ll be continuing our legislative 
efforts and activities this year, with 
the able assistance of Bill Krauss of 
the Apex Group. Boater education and 
copper paint are of course high on the 
agenda.
       As you know, The Department of 
Boating and Waterways merged into 
State Parks last year, becoming the 
Division of Boating and Waterways.  
We will continue to engage with DBW 

   For several years now there 
have been ongoing discussions 
and proposed legislation aimed 
at creating a mandatory boater 
education program in the state 
of California.  This year, SB 941 
(Monning – DeSaulnier) has been 
introduced that continues that debate 
of this often-times divisive issue.  It 
has taken several years to get to this 
point because, as one can imagine, 
there are a great number of details 
to work out and a wide variety of 
opinions to consider.
  After receiving input from 
the various boating and marine 
organizations we represent, it is fair 
to say that some think this bill does 
not go nearly far enough and others 
are concerned it goes too far.  While 
there may be divergent opinions 
on this bill, if it does become law 
it should provide an opportunity to 
test the value of such a program and 
should further changes be necessary, 
this bill is a good foundation from 
which to build.  In my opinion, it is 
always best to tackle such complex 
issues with incremental change, 
rather than attempt to plan for 
every contingency in one attempt…
something about eating an elephant 
one bite at a time comes to mind!
     As to the specifics of the bill, 
it became clear as the debate has 
unfolded over the years that there 
were a few concepts that were 
generally acceptable, if not ideal, 

for all parties.  Those concepts are 
embodied in this bill, as follows:  
      The first principle was that any 
requirement should be a mandatory 
test and not a requirement to take 
and pass a course.   Some were very 
concerned that a substantial training 
regime might be implemented 
that would be a barrier to recruit 
new boaters.  Although a “test 
only” approach is the minimum 
requirement, those boaters that 
choose to participate in a more 
substantive training course will be 
allowed to use that course to meet 
the requirements of the law.  
       Secondly, it was agreed that the 
program focus on education and not 
licensing.  The reasoning was that if 
this is mandatory “education” then 
once the boater is educated on the 
necessary subjects, then certification 
should be for life, unlike the limited 
and revocable nature of a license.  
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and advocate for the issues you feel important.  In part because of our advocacy 
we have seen significant improvements in the AWAF/VTIP programs and hope to 
see more in the future.
         CAHMPC places a high value on training and professional development.  We 
will work to bring you opportunities for training throughout the year, as well as at 
the conference.
          We are also proud to be a part of the Clean Marina program, with 123 certified 
marinas, of which 66 have successfully completed the 5 year recertification.     
       So what’s the message here?  It’s that CAHMPC is engaged on many fronts 
in representing you, our members, and we will continue those efforts into 2014.  
To do that most effectively, we need to hear from you.  What do you want to see 
in Slack Tide?  What are your most pressing issues in Sacramento?  What sort of 
training/sessions/trade show do you want to see at the conference?  You can e-mail 
me directly, stevem@portsanluis.com, or, if you’re on the central coast, stop by 
Port San Luis, just south of San Luis Obispo and next to Avila Beach.  I may be 
a bit biased but I think this is truly is one of the most beautiful spots on the coast.  
         I hope to hear from you through the year, and see you in Santa Barbara. 
         At your service, 
         Steve McGrath
        “I must go down to the seas again, for the call of the running tide Is a wild call and a 
clear call that may not be denied; And all I ask is a windy day with the white clouds flying, 
And the flung spray and the blown spume, and the sea-gulls crying.”
         John Masefield (1878-1967)

Again, there is some disagreement on this point, but this seemed to be were the 
consensus formed.
     Thirdly, it was agreed that the testing should be limited to questions about 
basic safety, vessel operation and rules of navigation.  Again, with sensitivity 
toward driving people away from boating, there was concern that extensive 
questioning on subjects not directly related to recreational boating might prove 
to be a hindrance.
   Finally, there was a need to focus on the unique operations of rental 
businesses.  There needed to be provisions that allow a vessel rental operator to 
quickly give a customer a test without forcing that customer to take the more 
extensive test.  The author included provisions at our request to allow for a locally 
developed test, as well as an abbreviated online test produced by the Division of 
Boating and Waterways, that ensures some training without causing a potential 
customer to decide against renting the vessel.
    All things considered, this bill is generally reflective of the views of the 
various boating interests we represent and will be supported by some while others 
are not ready to offer such support.  It is our goal to work with our various clients 
over the year to see if we can find as much common ground as possible so that we 
can make this the best bill possible.
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            Marina projects involve a series of interdependent considerations which impact the marina’s features and characteristics. 
The return on investment is an essential ingredient for the owner’s and his financial partner’s lasting enjoyment! Focus on 
investment returns while meeting the established DESIGN CRITERIA is paramount to project success
      The owner’s determination of these considerations during the conceptual engineering phase of the project make up 
the project’s DESIGN CRITERIA Document, and this document has the design “rules” which the ultimate “E-P-C” (detailed 
Engineering-Procurement-Construction) contractor must follow.
      RECREATIONAL MARINA DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS have seven broad topics; a more detailed checklist is 
attached:

•	 Economic Objectives   ROI (Return On Investment) is the fundamental criterion to be considered in any development, 
and the ROI depends upon the extensions of the pro forma profit and loss statement... Many projects are 100% 
project financed, many are publicly financed, and relatively few are built from retained earnings Project financability 
is paramount!

•	 Customer Demand Drivers The lure of attracting mega-yachts can mask their demands upon the host marina’s 
capabilities. An important aspect of marina development is the forecast of usage during the life of the marina.  A 
myriad of external factors are at play which determine the “product mix” of the marina’s guests: fuel costs, cruising 
range, attractions near the site, and of course vessel size, are but a few. Of primary importance is often the ease with 
which the dock system can be altered to accommodate a change in customer demand.

•	 Site Characteristics   New storm survival design criteria are being introduced for the Gulf and Florida Coast, and 
the Storm Sandy area of the Northeastern seaboard is now undergoing massive re-appraisals for storm resistance. 
Seismic induced surges are entering into the developmental equation in California. The windage, draft, and mass of 
the dock system must not contribute a significant portion of the guide pile loading.

•	 External Impacts Often times a marina development is clearly restrained by unalterable features inherent to its 
location. As the type and usage of the vessels using the marina change the bearable impacts may become untenable 
due to impacts from size, maneuvering limits, or even changes in harbor usage. The large fixed cost investment 
in a marina demands that “surprises” be avoided or managed. Change is inevitable and must be met adroitly and 
economically.

•	 Sea-side Access   Consideration of navigational aspects of the harbor, for example, must be taken into account in 
choosing the size, type and usage of the vessels expected to use the marina. These costs may be substantially greater 
than the base cost of the marina, and need to be known to assess risk.

•	 Environmental Mandates    A potential “wild card” over which Insurers and financiers have become increasingly 
sensitive are the preventative measures against unusual conditions which are built into the marina. Risk assessment 
and risk assumption are important to include into pro forma determinations. The design philosophy of “If a 2x10 
will work, let’s be safe and use a 2x12” no longer is an acceptable answer!

•	 Governmental and Local Restraints      The current environmental concentration is on the “Clean Marina Program”. 
One cannot forecast with any assurance what may be the focus next year, and certainly not for the next forty years! 
Suffice it to say, all existing rules must be followed, and governments, at all levels, will play an increasing role over 
the project’s lifetime.

Keed Your Eye on the Donut, 
But Don’t Fall Into the Hole  

    

        Hopefully, this survey of the pre-EPC considerations of marina development is helpful to you.  The Checklist on the 
following page goes into somewhat more detail, but it is hardly sacred!  Your project’s individuality will point you and your 
conceptual engineer to unique additions and let you ignore some considerations.  BUT, DON’T FALL INTO THE HOLE!
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I. Economic Objectives   
•	 ROI, financability, alternative costs
•	 Optimal Product Mix, revenue stream maximization, potential changes
•	 Demand Drivers, corollary activities in area
•	 Proforma Projections

II. Customer Demand Drivers.   
•	 Vessel sizes, types, frequency, occupancy time, servicing needs
•	 Vehicle sizes, types (A/C, cars, trucks), capacities, operating needs
•	 Material Handling Capability: Cranes, loaders, dock carts
•	 Special needs, e.g. mooring hardware, capstans, product lines
•	 Shore-side capabilities, fire and safety, security, electrical and water
•	 Area attractions, e.g. storage, recreational opportunities, dining and personal services, chandleries

III.  Site Characteristics
•	 Topography
•	 Soundings and projections
•	 Geologic, soil properties, refusal depths
•	 Earthquake potential effects

IV. External Impacts
•	 Dredging: scour, siltation, and fetch, wakes and prop wash
•	 Vessel Traffic 
•	 Land-side assets, e.g. roads, airports, rivers
•	 Maintenance Needs: cathodic protection, repair capabilities

         V              Seaside Restraints      
•	 Channel Depths and widths
•	 Vessel approach conditions
•	 Navigational aids and hazards
•	 Emergency services

VI.   Environmental Mandates      
•	 Weather: normal and extreme, wind, rain, temperature    
•	 Ranges of tides, waves, currents, ice, water chemistry, seiche or surges
•	 SLOSH Data

          VII            Governmental and Local Restraints  
•	 Property, harbor, and pier-head lines 
•	 Regulatory standards: water and air quality, oil , ballast and waste disposal, spoil
•	 Permits and licensing : public policy and involvement
•	 Existing facility restraints on changes and/or usage
•	 Supporting capability of the existing infrastructure

     

CHECKLIST
RECREATIONAL MARINA DESIGN CRITERIA CONSIDERATIONS
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Wheel Watch

Joe Reilly, Port of San Francisco

Continued on Page 6

By Diane Isley,  Emery Cove Yacht Harbor      
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Service
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              In this issue of Wheel Watch we feature 
a Northern California marina operator, 
Joe Reilly, Wharfi nger at the Port of San 
Francisco. Joe runs Fisherman’s Wharf 
which is home to the ‘historic’ and ‘world 
famous’ everything: waterfront, seafood, 
sourdough bread, chocolate, Monterey 
fi shing fl eet, Cannery and old time fi sherman 
all in the midst of millions of tourists. I can’t 
imagine his typical work day. Joe is talented, 
has a great sense of humor, fresh ideas and 
is our newest member to the Association 
Board of Director’s. 
    Diane: Name, rank, serial number 
employer?
         Joe Reilly: Wharfi nger, Port of San Francisco.
How long have you worked for Port of San Francisco?
         Since July of 2011.  
         How did you come to work for Port of San Francisco?
           In 2008 I left Active Duty in the Coast Guard and started 
working in Security and Emergency Management at a research 
laboratory, where I would park my car every morning in the 
Berkeley Hills and stare down at the San Francisco Bay.  Then 
I would go to my offi ce located in the basement to type out 
reports, and think to myself things like “what am I doing?” 
and “I wonder what’s going on out there?”.  I quickly realized 
that a land locked career was not for me, and started looking 
to get back on the water.  It took a while, but persistence paid 
off, and I couldn’t be happier with my decision.  Don’t get 
me wrong, I worked with some great people, and learned a 
lot while in my previous position, but right now I feel like 
Goldielocks in the three bears story.     

What  is  your  “nautical”  or  “maritime”  background?    
I grew up on, in and near the water.  My grandparents 

and my mother were accomplished sailors in their time, 
and there was always someone in my family with a boat 
throughout my childhood. After High School I enlisted in the 
U.S. Coast Guard and served on Active Duty for eight years.  
I was fortunate to have a diverse career working both afl oat 
and ashore.  I started out on a Patrol Boat in Hilo, Hawaii, and 
then on a Construction Tender in Baltimore, Maryland.  In the 
little over four years that I was afl oat I got to go to all over 
the Hawaiian Islands and almost every creek, river, bay and 
sound from Atlantic City, New Jersey to Wilmington, North 
Carolina.  I fi nished out my Active Duty Career on the San 
Francisco Bay working as Boarding Offi cer doing boardings 
on deep draft vessels.  In 2008 I joined the Coast Guard 
Reserves and have been enjoying myself doing pollution 
response ever since. 

        Where did you grow up and go to 
school/college?
                    I grew up in Simi Valley, California.     
        Married, kids? 
     I’m married to Marija B. Reilly 
of Lexington Park, Maryland.  No kids.      
            What do you like to do in your time  
off?
       I am an avid music fan and enjoy 
going to shows, and fi nding new things 
to listen to.  I’m lucky because most of 
the time it involves good friends and 
family.  You can also fi nd me agonizing 
over the Fresno State Bulldogs during 
football season.  Go Bulldogs!

    How long have you been a member of CAHMPC?      
Since 2012.

How did you come to be involved with CAHMPC? 
      My predecessor Hedley Prince got me in the loop 
prior to his retirement.  It was almost like learning a 
secret handshake. Hedley is well known with many 
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Henderson Marine Supply

800-523-1586

e-mail: sales@hendersonmarine.com

Complete Marina & Dock Supplies

Check out our website!
www.hendersonmarine.com

Our comprehensive product catalog is online!

Dock Floats •  Bumper Edging •  Corner Wheels
•  Cleats •  Hot Dipped Galvanized Hardware •
Chain and Accessories •  Dock Locker Boxes
•  Shore Power Centers •  Slip-Resistant Dock
Coating •  Mooring Buoys •  Channel Markers
•  Navigational Aids •  Oil Sorbent Materials •

Rope…and much more!

WHEEL From Page 5

Association members and it’s great to see the torch passed 
on. 
        Do you own a boat?  Do you use her often?
    No. I am probably the only Harbor Master on the 
West Coast that doesn’t even like driving boats. 
        What do you like most about the industry?  Least?
      It’s an industry that instantly elicits a response from 
people.  It drums up all kinds of visions and ideas in people’s 
heads when they hear what we get to do every day.  Plus 
these types of jobs often come with awesome views. Yes!  
On the other hand, we work in an industry with conflicting 
and often onerous regulatory requirements.  Then there are 
the phone calls from people with big ideas about a “once 
in a lifetime business opportunity”…  I experience that 
‘instant response’ often. 

      What experiences stand out for you with the Harbor 
Master’s Association?
       As I mentioned before, when I started to participate it 
was like learning a secret handshake.  It’s nice to have a 
network of experienced professionals that are only a phone 
call or email away.  You’re in the club now.    
        What conferences stand out in your mind and why?
     2012 was my first conference, it was a valuable ex-
perience being in the same room as my peers who have the 
same challenges and concerns that I did.  I also appreciated 
the moment of silence for Lou Reed that opened last year’s 
conference.  
          Joe, we are honored to have you on the Board, we wel-
come you and look forward to working with you. Thanks 
for the interview. 

SAVE THE DATE!
66th Annual Training Conference & Trade Show

September 29, 2014 - October 2, 2014
Santa Barbara, California
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Debt Refinancing 

Nets Santa Cruz Harbor a New Dredge
     The Santa Cruz Harbor entrance is a study in rapid 
shoaling and annual dredging. When it designed the federal 
channel, the Corps of Engineers predicted 300,000 cubic 
yards of sand would enter the harbor mouth each year. They 
were right, or at least they have been in every normal winter.
                             Santa Cruz has operated its 16-inch barge mounted suction 
dredge, the Seabright, for over 28 years. Seabright has never 
been hauled out of the water, does not meet current emissions 
standards, and exceeded its useful life years ago. The Santa 
Cruz Port District was struggling to find a way to finance 
a major overhaul or a new dredge purchase, while still 
recovering from the effects of a $20 million tsunami disaster 

Architects

Engineers 

Landscape Architects 

Planners 
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Boatyard Facility Design & Planning

Building Facility Design

Coastal Commission Expertise

Coastal Trail Planning

Harbor & Port Master Plans

Public Outreach

Stormwater Quality Management

Waterfront Parks & Plazas

Waterfront Revitalization

rrmdesign.com

and over $10 million in existing debt.
                          The solution came  about in 2013  through  a  major  refinan-
cing effort. Working with The Weist Law Firm of Scotts 
Valley, California, and the Southwest Securities Group, the 
District spent several months watching interest rates creep 
up while its debt was marketed to various investors. BBVA 
Compass Bank offered low interest rates on an accelerated 
payback schedule that was workable for the District. The 
terms improved the District’s position so much, $4 million for 
the purchase of the new dredge and an additional $750,000 to 
pay off a pension liability were added to the deal. 
       The total financing involved over $16 million in loans 
with varying interest rates. Of that, $9 million were 
construction loans from the Department of Boating and 
Waterways that had been used for dock projects following 
the 1989 Loma Prieta Earthquake. The total cost would have 
exceeded $26 million, with final payoff occurring in 2042. 
The refinanced loans have a composite interest rate of 3.3%, 
and will be paid off in 2029.The District is currently working 
on a Request for Qualifications and Request for Proposals 
to procure the new dredge which is expected to arrive and 
undergo sea trials in time for the 2015/16 “shoaling” season.

     (Left to right: Todd Smith, Southwest Securities; Reed Geisreiter, Dennis Smith, 
Bill Lee, Steve Reed and Toby Goddard, Santa Cruz Port Commission; Lisa Ekers, 
Port Director; Cameron Weist, The Weist Law Firm.)

CAHM&PC WEBSITE

ADVERTISE EMPLOYMENT 

OPPORTUNITIES

30 DAYS FOR $50

CONTACT SUE GROSS

CAHMPC@COMCAST.NET
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ICOMIA World Marinas Conference

      ICOMIA World Marinas announces its line-up of speakers for its 2014 conference. From June 2-4, more than 40 
world-class experts will present their views to delegates. Speakers include Gary Groenewold (Westrec Marinas), Matthew 
Bate (Dogus Marinas Group) and Julian Goldie (The Yacht Harbour Association).The conference will provide a learning 
experience for professionals in the marina and nautical tourism fields. A global audience of specialists will come together in 
the unique environment of Istanbul to exchange knowledge and learn from each other’s best practice.“
       The ICOMIA Marinas Group has held events across Europe, the US, Australia and Asia,” said Roberto Perocchio, 
chairman. “Now, for the first time, it’s going to be held in the eastern Mediterranean. As the connecting link between east 
and west, Istanbul has a rare advantage in the global marinas industry. The conference promises to be the best to date since 
our first edition in 1993.”
         The theme for the 2014 conference will be Marinas into the future. In addition to the speakers, the event will provide 
a platform for marina professionals who value the latest marina product developments and innovations.

NMMA Unveils New Grassroots Advocacy Tool
     The National Marine Manufacturers Association (NMMA) has announced a new grassroots advocacy platform, 
Boating United, for NMMA members, business owners, industry stakeholders and all who hope to ensure that their voice is 
heard on Capitol Hill on behalf of recreational boating.
      Boating United is online community for marine manufacturers, boating businesses, enthusiasts and supporters. The 
website makes it easy for NMMA members and marine industry stakeholders to directly participate in advocacy efforts.
       Users can sign up to receive updates on legislation affecting the industry, learn more about specific bills and contact 
their Member of Congress to help ensure that our industry’s voice is heard. Boating United’s Action Center allows users to 
send pre-drafted letters to their specific Members of Congress or for users to write their own.Visit www.BoatingUnited.com  
or www.nmma.org/government/default.aspx  and click “Take Action.”

             ABBRA, the American Boat Builders and Repairers Association is partnering with the Maine Marine Trades Association 
to offer a three-day Marine Service Manager course from March 4 – 6 in Arundel, Maine at The Landing School. The course 
is a main requirement for service managers seeking to become an ABBRA Certified Marine Service Manager (MSM).
    Executive Director of ABBRA, Gordon Connell said, “Our instructors offer boatyard managers and individuals 
preparing for leadership roles in boatyards a good understanding of their responsibilities and the best management practices 
that are expected in well-run facilities.” He noted, “We are returning to Maine this year after conducting one in 2012 that 
had a full class of 25 students and another last year in Rhode Island and had 20 students. Registration is going strong and 
we anticipate a full complement again in 2014.”
          Following the MSM in Maine, another will be offered in West Palm Beach, Florida in July and one in Washington State 
in November. 
        The MSM course covers areas such as leadership skills, time management, human resources, workforce development, 
safety, health and emergency response, maritime law and contracts, job estimating, project management, financial 
management and a boatyard case study.
    Notable marine industry leaders and MSM course instructors include: Pam Lendzion, president of Marine Tec 
Management Company; Leonard Langer, Maritime Attorney with Thompson & Bowie LLP, Portland, Maine; Shirley 
Adams, director of human resources at Correct Craft, Inc.; Jim Bronstein, president of Marine Business Advisors; and Kellie 
Crete, safety and loss control manager of The Gowrie Group, Westbrook, Connecticut. Registration can be completed online 
at www.abbra.org/msmcourse.

ABBRA Hosts Marine Service Manager Course
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For Immediate Release 

Scribble Software Unveils New Cloud Platform Bringing Business and 
Consumer Together 

 

Fort Lauderdale, Florida, International Marina and Boatyard Conference – January 30, 2014 -    

A major issue frequently heard by marina owners and operators is the difficulty in balancing resources for 
business requirements and customer needs. Answering this problem, Scribble Software Inc. would like you to 
meet “MARIAH” – Marina and Recreational Internet Applications Home. MARIAH is a revolutionary cloud 
platform that brings the marina business and its customers together in a connected network of Internet and 
mobile solutions. 

MARIAH is an extension of MarinaOffice, a leading marina management software solution used throughout the 
globe that empowers both the boat owner doing business with a marina and marina staff by providing a 
network of Internet and mobile apps. MARIAH also provides a unique multi-tiered user interface that allows 
marina staff to operate in a business mode and boat owners to operate in a consumer mode with capability to 
instantly switch to appropriate modes within subscribed marinas. This allows marina operators and boat owners 
from multiple marinas to easily connect and interact as needed. 

In conjunction with the core management features, the first apps to be included in MARIAH are “MyBoatStatus”, 
“On-Line Bill Pay”, and “MeterWalk”. MyBoatStatus is a wireless online vessel monitoring solution allowing boat 
owners to connect to their boat from anywhere using any Internet enabled device and monitor vital boat health 
details. MyBoatStatus can also directly interface with the MarinaOffice marina management solution allowing 
the marina to monitor and be alerted of potential problems as well. On-Line Bill Pay assists a marina’s 
accounting resources by providing a means for boat owners and marina customers to view and securely pay 
invoices originating from all departments of a marina. “MeterWalk” is a mobile phone and tablet app providing a 
modern and efficient means for marina staff to easily perform utility meter reads and dockwalk inventory checks 
with direct online connectivity. 

“We are truly pleased to be unveiling the MARIAH cloud platform”, says Vance Young, Director of Technology at 
Scribble Software Inc. “MARIAH is the second phase of our solution modernization process in creating a platform 
where marinas and consumers can come together with a suite ofproductivity apps. Marina staff can better 
allocate their time with efficient management tools while boat owners can be empowered to interact and 
connect in a self-guiding manner.” 

MARIAH is poised for a very dynamic future as additional apps are included. There are many additional apps for 
both the marina business and boat owner consumer already in development and these will be released in the 
very near future. 

Contact 

Tonia Stevens, Account Manager Scribble Software Inc. 

804-427-8100 –  

tonia@posscribble.com -- www.scribblesoftware.com -- www.gomariah.com 

ADVERTISEMENT
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AMI Presents Board of Directors at IMBC

        Board of directors announced at annual marina conference
        The Association of Marina Industries (AMI) elected its 2014Officers and Directors at its annual International Marina 
& Boatyard Conference (IMBC) held January 29–31, 2014, in Fort Lauderdale, Florida.
       Jeff Rose, CMM, of Marinas International was appointed Chair; Brad Gross, CMM, of OC Dana Point Harbor was 
appointed Vice-President; Mick Webber of HydroHoist Marine Group was reappointed Secretary; and Joe Riley, CMM, of 
Windmill Marina Association, Inc., was appointed Treasurer.
            Bob Evans, CMM, of Dillon Marina was also elected to the 2014 Board as a new Director. The AMI Board bids farewell 
to John Schoppmann, CMM, of Forever Resorts.
      Evans will join the existing Board of Directors including Jim Frye, CMM, of Westrec Marinas; Gary Groenewold, 
CMM, of Harbour Towne Marina, Keith Knowlton, CMM, of Riverside Yacht Club; Ken MacDonald, CMM, of BayPort 
Yachting Center; Chris Petty, of Suntex Waterfront Management, Steve Ryder of Bellingham Marine; Randy Short, of 
Almar Marinas; T. Clarke Smith, III, of Norman Spencer Marine; Ronaldo Souza, CMM, of Westrec Marinas; Austin 
Cameron of VIP Marina, LLC; Ray Fernandez of Bridge Marina; John Chiazza, of WellsFargo Insurance Services, Inc.; and 
Mark Stafford, of Marinas International.
            The Association of Marina Industries (AMI) is a nonprofit membership organization that provides management training, 
education, and information about research, legislation, and environmental issues affecting the marina industry.  For more 
information about AMI, please visit www.marinaassociation.org. 

On to the 35th America’s Cup...
        News from americascup.com:  Jimmy Spithill, the skipper and Tom Slingsby, strategist and team manager, return to 
ORACLE TEAM USA.  
        ORACLE TEAM USA opens spring training in Sydney, Australia and will practice with Team Australia who 
represents the Hamilton Island Yacht Club, the Challenger of Record for the 35th America’s Cup. 
        The new version of the America’s Cup Class Rule, which will produce a foiling, wingsailed catamaran in the 60-65 
foot range, is on schedule to be released next month (March).
        The selection of the venue for the 2017 35th America’s Cup is likely to stretch into summer. Several venues are under 
consideration besides San Francisco Bay.  

Coast Guard Notice Regarding Recreational 
and Medicinal Marijuana Use Policies for 

Maritime Transportation Workers
        The U.S. Coast Guard published a notice in January 2014 informing mariners, marine employers, Medical Reviewing 
Officers and the public of the continuing prohibition of marijuana use by those serving in safety-sensitive positions in the 
maritime transportation industry. The notice points out that marijuana remains a drug listed in Schedule I of the Controlled 
Substances Act.
        It remains unacceptable for any safety-sensitive employee serving in the maritime industry and subject to drug testing 
under the Department of Transportation’s drug testing regulations to use marijuana. The Department of Transportation’s 
Drug and Alcohol Testing Regulation does not authorize the use of Schedule I drugs, including marijuana, for any reason.




