
Ȱ!Î ÏÂÓÃÕÒÅ ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÓÔÁÔÅ ÁÇÅÎÃÙȱ 

With  

Significant responsibilities 

  



Created  by the Legislature in 1938 

(ÏÌÄ ÔÉÔÌÅ ÁÎÄ -ÁÎÁÇÅ ÔÈÅ 3ÔÁÔÅȭÓ 0ÕÂÌÉÃ ,ÁÎÄÓ  

 4 Million Acres  

Including  

SOVEREIGN LANDS 

Lands acquired by the State on Admission to the Union 

,ÁÎÄÓ ÕÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÅ 3ÔÁÔÅȭÓ ×ÁÔÅÒ×ÁÙÓ 

40 Lakes,  120 Rivers, and 1100 miles of coastline  

to three nautical miles offshore  



Sovereign Lands 

Managed to preserve and protect  them 

Also  

)ÎÓÕÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÐÕÂÌÉÃȭÓ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÁÎÄ ÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÕÓÅ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÌÁÎÄÓ ÁÎÄ 
waterways 

Abandoned Vessels prevent public use and degrade or destroy 
the environment 

 

 



Blocking public Access 



Preventing Public Use 



Polluting the environment 



A term used loosely ɀ to refer to all the boats the litter our 
shorelines and waterways  

  ȰÁÂÁÎÄÏÎÍÅÎÔȱ ÉÓ ÌÅÇÁÌ ÃÏÎÃÅÐÔ К ÁÂÓÅÎÃÅ ÏÆ Ï×ÎÅÒÓÈÉÐ  

abandoned or not ? 

 

2ÅÍÏÖÁÌ ÏÆ ȰÁÂÁÎÄÏÎÅÄȱ ÖÅÓÓÅÌÓ  Á ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÁÌ ÐÒÏÂÌÅÍ ÏÆ ÔÉÍÅ 
and money 

Removal  of non abandoned vessels  also a legal problem 

 

  



Spirit of Sacramento  
 Not Abandoned  



Traditionally used  as enforcement method by Commission as 
owner of public lands 

  

  Time and Cost 

The Spirit of Sacramento 

 Two  Years  of Litigation 

 $110,000  - Attorney fees 

Finding a better  way -An Administrative Remedy 

 

New legislation:  Public Resources Code - 6302.1, 6302.3, 6302.4 



6302.1  The Commission may remove  a vessel from areas under 
its jurisdiction that:  

 

(1)ɀ create a hazard to navigation - other vessels or property 

 

(2) Poses a significant threat to public health, sensitive              
habitat, wildlife, water quality  

 - or constitutes a public nuisance. 

 

(3)  The Commission may remove a vessels  

that has been placed on state lands without its permission.  

  

 



 1 ɀ 30 day notice attached to the vessel 

 2 ɀ Use  reasonable means to indentify and located 
 owner 

 3 - If  owner identified give written notice  

 

 If no response the vessel is 

  abandoned as a matter of law          

 and the Commission may dispose of the vessel. 

 

 Owner can reclaim the vessel with payment of costs   



 Notice  



Some waterways not under Commissions Jurisdiction 

Dredging Cuts- Delta 

Legislative Grants ɀ Cities ɀ Port Districts (Oakland -Alameda) 

 

PRC 6302.1 (d)  Commission may remove  vessels from areas not 
under its jurisdiction at request of public entity with 
jurisdiction over the area 



First  use of new administrative remedy for a major clean up  

 

A  Cooperative Effort  of the Commission, CalRecycle  

the Oakland and Alameda Police  

and other Law Enforcement 

 



A  Start - Briefing the Troops 



Oakland Police Boat 
Base of Operations 



Partners 



 Small Vessel  Support      


