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Pretty Much Every Day 



Critical Infrastructure 



A Favorite Tourist Attraction 



Natural Infrastructure 



The Importance of San Francisco Bay 

ÅBay Area GDP 19th largest 

ÅTourism -- incomparable 
recreational and scenic 
resource! 

ÅBay Area geography attracts 
workers to Bay Area 

ÅPort of Oakland 5th busiest 

Å42% of CA refinery capacity 
within BCDC jurisdiction 

------------------  

ÅLargest West Coast estuary 

ÅPacific Flyway 

ÅHabitat for more than 500 
species 



Who Saved the Bay? 

Kay Kerr 
Esther Gulick 
Sylvia McLaughlin 

1961: CƻǳƴŘŜŘ ά{ŀǾŜ {ŀƴ 
CǊŀƴŎƛǎŎƻ .ŀȅ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴέ 
-- $1 membership from 
thousands of Bay Area 
residents 



BCDC Made Permanent 

1969:  McAteer-Petris Act amended to make BCDC permanent 
 and to approve San Francisco Bay Plan (signed by 
 Governor Ronald Reagan) 



The Challenge 

ω9 Counties 

ω41 Cities 

ωScores of special 
districts 

ωOver 150 public 
agencies with some 
kind of authority 

ωHow to escape the 
ά¢ǊŀƎŜŘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
/ƻƳƳƻƴǎΚέ 



BCDC ς Regional Jurisdiction 

A State Agency with Regional Regulatory and 
Planning Jurisdiction 

o Work with local governments, private sector, NGOs 
knowing that primary land use planning authority is held 
by local governments 

o Χ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ and Development 

BCDC jurisdiction: 

o All projects or major activities inside the Bay waters or 
ǿƛǘƘƛƴ мллΩ ŦŜŜǘ ƻŦ .ŀȅ ǎƘƻǊŜƭƛƴŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ŀ ǇŜǊƳƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ 
BCDC --- in addition to permit from local land use 
authorities 
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