
CAMPAIGN 2014: 19 OAKLAND CANDIDATES RUN-

NING AGAINST MAYOR QUAN. A REAL DOG FIGHT 

Editor's note: With so many candidates aiming to replace 
Jean Quan as mayor of Oakland, you can bet your first 
born that this race will not only turn nasty, but into a rip 
roaring dog fight. Here's our analysis & commentary... 
 

...Calpeek.com has all the candidates and since we are 
only familiar with about 5-6, we will run the whole list  
which we downloaded from the City of Oakland election 
website... 
 

...Jason “Shake” Anderson; Ken Houston; Rebecca Kap-
lan; Saied Karamooz; Peter Yuan Liu; Patrick K. McCul-
lough; Bryan Parker; Jean Quan; Courtney Ruby; Eliza-
beth “Libby”Schaaf; Nancy Sidebotham; Dan Siegel; 
Jesse F. Smith; Joseph Tuman; Gregory Wade; Samuel 
Washington; Charles Ray Williams; Eric Wilson; Marga-
ret Wrigley-Larson and Larry Lionel Young... 
 

...Oakland uses the rank choice voting system so there is 
no runoff. Voters cast ballots for their two favorite candi-
dates.  The problem with rank choice voting is it takes 
forever to count the ballots... 
 

...Last November there was a poll by the city's Job and 
Housing Coalition and it showed City Councilwoman 
Rebecca Kaplan leading with 26% of first-place votes 
and 24% for second-place. Quan scored 20% first-place 
votes and 12% second-place votes... 
 

...Joe Tuman got 17% first-place votes and 19% second-
place votes; and Councilwoman Libby Schaaf received 
15% first-place votes and 12% second-place votes. About 
16% of the votes were undecided. Didn't see any numbers 
for Dan Siegel, but he has name ID... 
 

...At first Kaplan was not going to challenge Quan, but 
changed her mind a few weeks ago.  In an S.F. Chronicle 
story by Will Kane he quoted Kaplan as saying she had 
grown frustrated with the inaction and turnoil during 
Quan's time as mayor. “I've concluded that Oakland isn't 
ungovernable, it is ungoverned.”  That is a great quote... 
. 

..Kaplan is in her second-term on the council, serving as 
the member-at-large. Because of her late entry, Kaplan is 
behind some of the other well known candidates in rais-
ing campaign money... 
 

...In the S.F. Chron story, Quan says she was unfazed by 
Kaplan's entryi in the race.  She said she'll run on her re-
cord: the booming economy and a growing police force... 
 

...The target of most of the leading contenders is the City 

Council. And Kaplan has been a member of that govern-
ing body since 2008 and can't walk away from their re-
cord... 
 

...Kaplan has a weak spot: according to the S.F. Chron 
story, she wants to be well liked. Kaplan didn't dispute 
that she likes to be well liked. But then show me an 
elected official who doesn't want to be well liked. Stay 
tuned… 
 
CAMPAIGN 2014: BIG LATINO VOTE IN NOVEMBER. GOP HAD BET-

TER WAKE UP. BUT KNOWING THE GOP THEY'LL  SCREW IT  UP 

Editor's note: At the recent convention of the Nat'l Assn. Of 
Latino Elected & Appointed Officials, The association pre-

dicted there will be about 2.4 million Latinos in Calif. who will 

vote on Nov. 4th – that's an increase of 17.4% from the Novem-

ber 2010 mid-term election. And there was a warning given to 

Republicans: stop with the voter ID stuff to suppress the 

Hispanic vote at the State and National levels of government:. 

Here's our analysis & commentary... 

 

….NALEA estimates that nationwide the Latino turnout will be 

about 7.8 million, an increase of 1.2 million or 18% compared 

to the 2010 mid-term election. Latinos are expected to account 

for 8% of the overall U.S. turnout. The Latinos are the Sleep-

ing Political Giant. And that's why Republicans have to be 

very careful... 

 

...The recent NALEA convention in late June was held in Coro-

nado. The City of San Diego has 20% Latino registration and 

50% are regisstered as Democrats vs.15% GOP and 35% NPP 

(independent)... 

 

...U.S. Labor Secretary Thomas Perez was at the convention. 

According to a San Diego Union Tribune story by Mark 

Walker, Perez urged the delegates to “sit on immigration legis-
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lation in the U.S. House where Republicans are ignoring the 

majority will.  I am confident that if the vote came up, the ma-

jority would support it.” Perez was talking about the comprehen-

sive immigration reform bill passed by the U.S. and is sitting in 

the U.S. House because Speaker John Boehner is afraid to let the 

bill come up for a floor vote because there are just enough Re-

publican votes to pass the bill. That's a big mistake on Boehner's 

part. He's more concerned about his lawsuit targeting President 

Barack Obama... 

 

...Boehner and new Majority Whip Kevin McCarthy of Bakers-

field have to keep their eyes on some Tea Party and right wing 

troublemakers, such as Steve King of Iowa and Michelle Bach-

mann of MN. Both are big anti-immigrant Republicans and they 

have some limited clout within the GOP House Caucus... 

 

...Among the Calif. GOP House members, only two are in favor 

of immigration reform. They are Central Valley U.S. Reps. Jeff 

Denham and Devin Nunes...Both have been targeted by the 

DCCC... 

 

...There are five Calif. Hispanic U.S. Representatives and if 

Redlands Mayor Pete Aguilar(D) wins in the 31st CD the num-

ber jumps to 6. State Sen.Alex Padilla(D-LA) is running for 

Secretary of State and if he wins, he will be the highest ranking 

Latino in Calif. Odds of Padilla winning are pretty good.  A few 

years ago, Cruz Bustamonte was the Lt. Governor, but he's out 

of office now. And Antonio Villaraigosa was mayor of L.A.,  

the second largest city in the U.S... 

 

...According to NALEA there are 6,084 Latinos serving in U.S. 

public offfice. Of that number 998 are Demos and 516 GOPers 

who hold elective office. Latinos make up about 35% of all His-

panic officeholders. In Calif. 1,370 public officials are Latino. 

Stay tuned… 

 

CAMPAIGN 2014:  POLITICAL SHORT TAKES 

Editor's note: Here's an update on local, legislative and 
statewide offices... 
 

� GOP gubernatorial candidate Neel Kashkari crashed 
the American Federation of Teachers national convention 
in Los Angeles where Gov. Jerry Brown was speaking. It 
certainly made headlines, but it's doubtful that tactics like 
this wlll force Gov. Jerry to debate his Republican rival. 
Kashkari bashed Brown for not taking a stand on a recent 
court decision brought by students to do away with teacher 
tenure. Kashkari said Gov. Brown can't ignore the deci-
sion or him. In his speech to AFT delegates Brown made 
no mention of the landmark ruling. The AFT, CTA and 
other teacher unions have denounced the court ruling... 
 

� There's a new post-primary survey taken June 22-26 
among 550 likely voters in the November general election. 
The poll was conducted for 3rd District Supervisor candi-
date Bobby Shriver by Fairbank, Maslin et al FM3... 
 

...The poll shows a 10-point lead for Shriver in the favor-

able ratings category: 43% to 33%. In the runoff head-

to-head vote it is Shriver 36% to 34% for former State 
Sen. Sheila Kuehl, with 30% refused/undecided. By 
gender, it is neck-and-neck among men: 36% for 
Shriver vs. 35% for Kuehl, with 29% undecided. 
Among women Shriver is ahead 36% to 32% with 32% 
undecided... 
 

...In a partisan Demo match up, it is Shriver with a 36% 
to 35% lead over Kuehl, with 28% undecided. Among 
independent voters Shriver has a 36% to 27% lead with 
37% undecided. Among GOP voters, it is dead even 
with 36% each and 29% undecided... 
 

...In the all important S.F. Valley vote, Shriver holds a 
small lead of 34% to 28% with 37% undecided. Sur-
prisingly, Shriver has a 48% to 32% lead over Kuehl 
among union households... 
 

...After positives and negatives are read about both 
Shriver hold a 44% to 36% lead, with 20% undecided... 
 

� San Bernardino Community College trustee Kath-
leen “Katy” Henry(D) has hired Connie Sanders Emer-
son to raise funds and Vince Duffy to manage elec-
tronic media and direct mail. Henry is running for the 
40th AD. In 2012 Demo Russ Warner came in 2nd to 
GOP Assemblyman Mike Morell... 
 

� Tony Kelly of Potrero Hill is running for S.F. Co. 
supervisor saying he has been a repsonsible leader for 
more than a decade. But opps. In that period he has 
failed to repay a $200,000 taxpayer funded loan he got 
from the city in 1999 for a theater company he co-
founded. In a S.F. Chron story, Kelly said, “We are not 
the first small theater company to run out of money – 
and we won't be the last.”  Kelly is running against in-
cumbent Sup. Malia Cohen... 
 

� State Senate Leader Darrell Steinberg(D-
Sacamento) will lead a delegation of Demo Legislators 
to El Salvado and Guatemala to meet with leaders from 
those countries. Others going with Steinberg include 
Sen. Ellen Corbett, Assemblymembers Jose Medina, 
Henry T. Perea, V. Manuel Perez and Luis Alejo. They 
will be gone from July 14 to July 23. It is a fact finding 
mission, but it sounds like a political junket to some 
GOPers in Sacramento... 
 

� GOP State Assembly candidate David Hadley an-
nounced the endorsements of 12 current and former 
Manhattan Beach city and school board officials.  Stay 
tuned... 
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CALIF. ENDS FISCAL YEAR WITH CASH; U.S. ADDS 

288,000 JOBS IN JUNE; CALIF. MINIMUM WAGE AT $9 

Editor's note: Calpeek.com sources don’t see any bad 
news from various fiscal reports for the month of June. 
Here's our brief analysis & commentary... 
 

...And not just those headlines. Calif. legislative sources 
say they are nearly ready to take action to renew and per-
haps extend the state tax break for tv and movie produc-
tion in Calif. - to stop runaway production to other states. 
The bill to accomplish this is AB 1839 by Assemblymem-
bers Mike Gatto(D-L.A.) and Raul Bocanegra(D-
Pacoima). So far no negative votes against this bill. Ditto 
no negative votes in the State Senate Govt. and Finance 
Committee... 
 

...No figures on how much of a tax break. In past years 
such bills have provided $100 million dollars in tax cred-
its... 
 

...Calif. has ended the 2013-14 fiscal year with cash left 
over in the general fund. That's a first since 2007. State 
Controller John Chiang sent out a news release saying the 
positive cash balance was at $1.9 billion dollars. In a 
Reuters story by Robin Respaut, she said it was possible 
Calif. would not have to borrow from other states or Wall 
Street… 
 

...What this means is that Calif. is out of the woods and in 
fiscal recovery. FYI: Moody's Investors Service upgraded 
Calif. general obligation bonds from Aa3 to A1... 
 

...The new minimum wage went into effect July 8. The 
new minimum wage is $9 per hour. The bill which upped 
the wage was authored by Assemblyman Luis Alejo(D-
Watsonville). The wage goes up again in 2016 to $10 per 
hour. No shock that the Calif. Chamber opposed the wage 
hike. As of June, 22 states and DC have minimum wages 
above the federal ceiling of $7.25 an hour. Calif's new $9 
is now equal to Oregon, Washington State and DC... 
 

...There is a downside. The new wage could hurt Calif.'s 
unemployment rate – especially with younger workers. 
The Calif. Farm Bureau says his members may switch to 
crops that are easier and cheaper to harvest.  Stay tuned… 
 
CAMPAIGN 2014:    U.S. HOUSE UPDATES 

Editor's note: Here are some items that you might have 
missed... 
 

 Immigration and the Texas GOP House Delegation – 

Last week President Barack Obama met with TX Gov. 
Rick Perry to discuss the current crisis at America's south-
ern border. Perry seemed willing to help. We'll see... 
 

….President Obama asked Perry to see if he could 
“work” the 24 members of Texas House GOP Caucus. 
Only one problem for Perry: half of the GOPers are 
Tea Party members. Of the 12, most Calpeek.com read-
ers probably recognize a few. These guys are for the 
most part right wing buffoons. They include Louie 
Gohmert, Blake Farenthold, Steve Stockman and 
Lamar Smith. FYI: the TX Demo delegation has 12 
members... 
 

...What Obama is looking for is an Obama-Perry border 
crisis plan. If Perry is successful in “working” the 
Texas House Republicans, would they be able to bring 
along other Republicans in the House? Obama is look-
ing for at least $3.7 billion dollars. That pricetag might 
be too high for many GOP house members... 
 

...One lawmaker Perry won't bring along is U.S. Sen. 
Ted Cruz of Texas.  He blasted Obama for holding 
fundraisers in Dallas and Austin while on his trip to 
Texas last week. However, there is some bipartisan 
hope. U.S. Sen.John Cornyn(R) and U.S. Rep. Henry 
Cuellar(D) plan to introduce a bill that is intended to 
combat the humanitarian crisis south of the border and 
make it easier to send these children from Central 
America back to their homes. The bill would amend a 
2008 law to stop sex traffickers... 
 

...Part of the immigration proposal includes money to 
hire more immigration judges. Dana Leigh Marks 
said that Obama's plan is a good first step, but money 
to hire more immigration judges could be a problem... 
 

 Is Reauthorization of the Export Import Bank in 

Trouble? - According to an L.A. Times story, new 
House Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy(R-
Bakersfield) has announced his opposition – calling it 
corporate welfare. Since the Republicans control the 
U.S. House to kill the reauthorization is simple: don't 
allow it come up for a vote... 
 

 52nd CD Update – According to CQ Roll Call, GOP 
house candidate Carl DeMaio reserved $1.2 million in 
TV airtime for the November general election. The 52nd 
CD is represented by Scott Peters(D-San Diego) and is 
a top target of the Nat'l Republican Congressional 
Committee. It is also a top target of the DCCC. Peters 
has $1.9 milion cash-on-hand vs. $1.5 million of De-
Maio... 
 

 33
rd
 CD Update – Former Congressman Elton 

Gallegly has endorsed GOP house candidate Elan Carr. 
Stay tuned… 
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CALPEEK'S INFOBAHN:   RECENT SHORT TAKES WORTH NOTING 

Editor's note: Here are some items you might have missed 
or just didn't read... 
 

� Calif. Democratic Party Endorses Prop.45, but Goes 

Neutral on Prop. 46 - Not a big surprise. The CDP held 
their recent E-Board meeting in Sacramento July 11-13 
and that's where the vote was taken. Prop. 45 gives the 
insurance commissioner the power to regulate health care 
insurance increases. A big win for Consumer Watchdog. 
However, the E-Board went neutral on Prop. 46 which 
increases mal-practice awards from $250,000 to $1.1 mil-
lion dollars. Sources say the E-Board audience was loaded 
with lots of doctors. MICRA will be one of most costly 
initiatives in the 2014 election cycle. NO on Prop. 46 has 
already raised $34 million dollars... 
 

� Israel vs. Hamas Warfare Comes to West L.A. - There 
was a short fight between about 1,800 supporters of Israel 
vs. 4 Palestinians in a pickup truck. The confrontation was 
in front of the Federal Building in Westwood on Wilshire 
Boulevard. The Palestinians were waving flags. After a 
few minutes the truck sped away, but those in the truck 
were caught and charged with assault with a deadly 
weapon (the truck) and released on $30,000 bail. Eyewit-
ness accounts said the Palestinians started the confronta-
tion… 
 
SHORT TAKES: NEW JOBS & OBITUARIES 

Here are a few items you may have missed… 

 

� Jennifer Fitzgerald has joined Anaheim-based Curt 
Pringle & Associates. Before joining CPA Fitzgerald was 
CEO of CL7 Communications, Inc. She also worked as 
district director for U.S. Rep. Ed Royce. Jennifer serves on 
the Fullerton City Council and is a past president of the 
Fullerton Chamber. Curt Pringle Associates has moved to 
1801 E. Katella Ave.. Ste. 1002, Anaheim,CA 92805.. 
. 
 

CAMPAIGN 2014:  LIST OF CANDIDATES WHO WON 

PRIMARIES FOR CALIF. STATEWIDE OFFICE 
 

GOVERNOR – Jerry Brown(D) vs. Neel Kashkari(R). 

 

LT. GOVERNOR – Gavin Newsom(D) vs. Ron Nehring(R)... 

 

ATTORNEY GENERAL - Kamala Harris(D) vs/ Ronald Gold

(R)... 

 

STATE CONTROLLER – Ashley Swearengin(R); Betty Yee

(D); and John Perez(D)... 

 

TREASURER – John Chiang(D) vs. Greg Conlon(R)... 

 

INSURANCE COMMISSIONER – Dave Jones(D) vs. Ted 

Gaines(R)… 

 

SECRETARY OF STATE – Alex Padilla(D) vs. Pete Pe-

terson(R)... 

 

BOARD OF EQUAL #1 – Chris Parker(D) vs. George Run-

ner(R). 

 

BOARD OF EQUAL #2 – Jack Theis(R) vs. Fiona Ma(D)... 

 

BOARD OF EQUAL #3 - Jerome Horton(D). 

 

BOARD OF EQUAL #4 – Diane Harkey(R) vs. Nader Sha-

hatit(D).... 

 

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – 

Tom Torlakson(Incum) vs Marshall Tuck… 

 

 

 

CAMPAIGN 2014: NEW VOTER REGISTRATION DATA 
Editor's note: Here are the registered voters in Calif. as of 

5/19/2014. This is the 15-day report of registration... 

 

Political Parties   Registered  % of Total 

American Indep.   475,914   2.69 % 

Americans Elect   3,674 0  .02% 

DemocraticParty   7,692,670  43.41% 

Green    109,764   0.62% 

Libertarian   116,733   0.66% 

Peace & Freedom  78,345   0.44% 

Republican Party   5,036.610  28.42% 

No Party Preference  3,749,215  21.16% 

Miscel.    459,0171  2.59% 

 

...FYI: The total number of Calif. Registered voters is 

17,722,006. Statewide, in raw numbers, Demos have a regis-

tration edge of 2,656,060 over Republicans. Stay tuned.... 

 

 

 

Calpeek.com sources say a final tally in the Control-
ler’s recount may be  ready by the end of next week, 
hopefully sooner... 
 

 

 

 


