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By Bill Krauss, The Apex Group

                     As summer kicks in to gear,    
            it’s time to look back on the  
                              first half of the year and forward 
           to the second. 
          I’ve attended a couple of events as 
President of your Association: first  I 
went to Santa Cruz to a ceremony 
recognizing the Port District’s 50th 
anniversary, then in Morro Bay I 
attended the dedication of their Harbor 
Patrol’s new Radon patrol boat.  It’s 
great to see other harbors and the good 
work that’s being done.  The camera’s 
always busy and I come back, meet 
with staff and say “What about this?” 
and “Shouldn’t we be doing that?” and 
“I want us to be just like   (fill 
in the blank)”.  I’m proud of the work 
we do at Port San Luis, but there’s 
always better, and I know that I always 
learn from my colleagues.
     In March, I attended the annual 
meeting of the California Marine Affairs 
Navigation Conference (CMANC) in 
our nation’s capital.  This is always 
an informative week, in which we aim 
to have one on one meetings with our 
legislators and staff from the various 
agencies and congressional committees 
with whom we do business, as well as 
group meetings.
       At US Army Corps of Engineers 
HQ, a phrase was uttered that resonated: 
“We built this country in the last 
century and are consuming it in this.”  
A bit simplistic perhaps, but a powerful 

       Mandatory Boater Education
        Over the last several years, there 
have been various attempts to pass a 
“mandatory boater education” bill in 
Sacramento.  The primary challenge 
has been that there are people on 
all sides of this issue.  Some think 
a strict licensing regime is required, 
while others do not want any form 
of mandatory licensing or education.  
This disagreement among the 
stakeholders has slowed the progress 
of any bill.
       This year, there is another attempt 
to get such a bill passed.  SB 941 
(Monning) is a balance between these 
two opposite positions.  To strike this 
balance, the bill requires that boaters 
must pass an exam, but not complete 
an extensive boating safety course.  
Likewise, once the test is passed, 
the certificate is good for life, which 
is in contrast to a license that can be 
suspended or revoked.  The bill also 
has a phase-in period over many 
years to ensure a smooth transition to 
complete certification.
       We are still trying to iron out 
a few details, such has how to treat 
rental operations.  Rental operators 
are unique in that a significant 
financial or time burden could cause 
customers to simply walk away.  We 
are also working on details related to 
the start-up costs and where to set the 
fee cap, but I think those issues will 
get worked out.  So far, there has been 
broad support and I am not seeing 

any major hurdles to its passage.  
Although anything can happen in 
the legislative process, my reading 
of the tea leaves is that the “time has 
finally come” for a mandatory boater 
education program.
       Marina Del Rey TMDL
      The Los Angeles Regional Water 
Quality Control Board has just 
adopted a “Total Maximum Daily 
Load” (TMDL) for Marina Del Rey.  A 
TMDL is a regulatory rule that allows 
the regional water quality control 
board to take actions to mitigate the 
impacts of a particular pollutant when 
it has exceeded the legal limit, such 
as copper in this case.  Because the 
copper level at Marina Del Rey is 
so high, and has been identified as 
coming primarily from the anti-
fouling hull paint on boats, the focus 
of the mandated actions are on the 
boaters.  Vessels hull paints will have 
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THE TIME HAS COME   From Page 1

reminder that facilities and infrastructure need ongoing maintenance.  I know 
that at Port San Luis we’re looking hard at our five year Capital Improvements 
Plan and the outlook is grim when we compare financial resources and facilities 
needs.  A now retired Harbor Commissioner here used to say that today’s deferred 
maintenance is tomorrow’s capital project.  All well and good, but what if revenues 
are not keeping up with costs, or worse yet, declining?  How do you prioritize?  
Big challenges I know, and we struggle to do this in an environment of increasing 
regulatory costs (Water Board now charging $0.17 p.c.y. of dredge material) and 
long term challenges (planning for climate change and sea level rise).  Sometimes 
I know I feel torn between the needs of the present and laying the foundation for 
the work that I know my successors will have to do to keep this coastal community 
thriving…which is a great segue into the Association conference in September.    
                 Hopefully you have all blocked out September 29 – October 2 on your calendars 
for the 66th Annual Training Conference, to be held at the Hyatt in Santa Barbara.  
This is shaping up to be a great conference, with sessions that will engage, educate 
and stimulate you.  Nuts and bolts of running a financially and environmentally 
sustainable harbor, updates on legislation and government, sessions on leadership 
and management – it will be  a packed few days, with opportunities for R&R and 
networking as well.  Look out soon for hotel and registration information and I 
hope to see you in Santa Barbara!

to be converted to non-copper alternatives and extensive dredging will be required 
of the harbor. The costs will run into the millions.
       Clearly, this is of concern to the boaters in Marina Del Rey, but why should 
boaters statewide care?  Marina Del Rey is just the current, pending TMDL for 
copper.  There are many other TMDLs scheduled in various locations over the 
next ten years.  When the rules for each of these locations are finalized, it will very 
likely result in impacts to boater in one form or another.  The problem started in 
San Diego Bay many years ago in Shelter Island Yacht Basin, which is currently 
operating under a copper TMDL.  The next TMDL will be for Newport Bay, which 
is already overdue by several years.
     Our challenge is that copper is the most effective anti-fouling paint and 
alternative coatings are not fully developed.  That reality is in contrast to laws 
that require reduced levels of copper in the water.  Regardless of the need for an 
effective anti-fouling paint, if we are not able to stop or alter this action, boaters 
will be forced to use substandard paint that does not last as long, and be burdened 
with the very high cost to convert to non-copper paints.
       One ray of hope is a process that is currently under way at the Department 
of Pesticide Regulation (DPR).  DPR must approve all paint formulations and 
can mandate that manufacturers reformulate to meet a specific goal.  They are 
now working on a plan to require the reformulation of copper anti-fouling paint to 
reduce the copper content, yet keep it effective.  However, that process will take 
some time and it remains to be seen if reduced copper in the paint will be enough 
to stop the various water boards from restricting boating and/or the use of copper.
             Another bright spot is the potential for a new testing method, which is expected 
to be approved by the USEPA later this year that looks at actual impacts to the 
environment, rather than the arbitrary copper content level that is currently used. 
The current rules have a fixed amount of copper in the water that cannot be 
exceeded that many believe is much lower than the amount required to actually do 
harm to the environment.  If mitigation measures must aim for this arbitrary lower 

Continued on Page 3
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level, the impact to boating will be that much worse.  If 
the USEPA can expedite the approval of this new test 
method, then many of these “impaired” water-bodies 
will not be forced to take such draconian actions in the 
attempt to reach this lower number, but can then set the 
rules based on actual environmental impacts, which 
should be less restrictive.
       To that end, we are meetings with the State Water 
Resources Control Board members to express our 
concern and working to get members of the Legislature 
engaged on our behalf with the specific goal of delaying 
the implementation of the Marina Del Rey TMDL so we 
can get this new test method in place.  Once this new test 
method is available, it will hopefully guide the process 
for future TMDLs.
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City of Santa Cruz to Celebrate 
Santa Cruz Wharf’s 100th Anniversary in 2014

         Series of events planned to commemorate centennial. 
         Posted Date: 05/13/2014 
          SANTA CRUZ, CA -- The City of Santa Cruz is pleased to invite the community to join in the celebration of the Santa 
Cruz Wharf’s 100th Anniversary in 2014. The current wharf opened in 1914 to great fanfare and was actually the sixth 
wharf on the Santa Cruz waterfront. Built to bring big ships to port, the wharf allowed cargo to be offloaded to the wharf 
and transferred to rail. 
        The Santa Cruz Harbor and the Santa Cruz Wharf are coordinating celebration events throughout 2014. The harbor 
is celebrating its 50th Anniversary while the wharf turns 100. The two facilities are within easy walking, bicycling, and 
paddling distance of each other, and are both highly valued by the Santa Cruz community as regional recreation facilities 
and big contributors to the local economy.
      Events include Seymour Discovery Center’s Eco-tours each Saturday and Sunday, 1:00 and 3:00 pm at the wharf 
entrance. The popular Woodies on the Wharf returned on June 21 celebrating its 20th anniversary.  In July, the harbor will 
host an open air art event and exhibition. There will be a cardboard kayak race at the harbor in August, and Aloha Races 
and Polynesian Festival at the wharf on August 24. The harbor will be haunted throughout October, with Halloween on the 
Wharf on October 31. Centennial Celebration and Fireworks Spectacular are Saturday, October 4, followed by a vintage car 
show at the harbor on October 12. Rounding up the year, Wharf Commemoration Ceremonies are planned for December 
5, 2014, 100 years to the day after the wharf’s grand opening in 1914, followed by the annual Lighted Boat Parade in the 
harbor on December 6.                                                                                                                                                  
         For more information and updates visit www.santacruzwharf.com or www.santacruzharbor.org.  

By Rachael Kaufman,  City of Santa Cruz Parks and Recreation  
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New Inner Harbor Boat Basin at Crescent City

By Charlie Helms,  Crescent City Harbor District    
  

      The new Inner Boat Basin (IBB) 
was dedicated at the Crescent City 
Harbor District on March 22.  The 
new facility has 234 slips ranging in 
size from 30 to 70 feet with side-tie 
space for vessels up to 125 feet. 
      The Inner Boat Basin (IBB) 
had been totally destroyed by the 
tsunami that struck the harbor on 
March 11, 2011 and has taken three 
years to rebuild. The new IBB was 
designed to resist a 50 year tsunami 
event.  Stover Engineering, in 
association with Ben C. Gerwick, 
Inc., Kennedy/Jenks Consultants 

load – and the strength of the rock. 
The piles were designed to have a 
lateral load capacity at least 25% 
greater than the designed tsunami 
load to preclude failure of the piles 
and the necessity to replace piles 
into bedrock. The prior piles were 
drilled 5 feet into the bedrock and 
impact driven an additional 5 feet 
after that.
      The new piles have an inside 
closure plate at the top to create a 
dead air space within the pile.  The 
piles are enclosed in a 34 inch 
outside diameter HDPE sleeve with 

and Treadwell and Rollo Geotechnical collaborated 
on the Crescent City Harbor District Inner Boat Basin 
Reconstruction. 
      In 2010, coastal engineers from Ben C Gerwick, Inc.,
were tasked by Stover Engineering to determine 
hydrodynamic loads for the floating and fixed structures at 
the harbor. They studied past events, like the 2006 tsunami 
(literally translated as a “harbor wave” in Japanese) which 
was initiated by a magnitude 8.3 sub-sea earthquake in 
the Kuril Islands. The earthquake generated a 6.8 foot 
wave that reached the marina and created a destructive 
combination of strong surge and currents exceeding 13.8 
mph that caused over $9.3 million in damages to the harbor.    
           Gerwick’s engineers used the BOUSS-2D model, 
which is a comprehensive numerical model based on a 
time-domain solution of a particular form of the Boussinesq 
equations. These equations are capable of describing 
highly asymmetric waves in shallow water, wave-induced 
currents, wave setup close to the shoreline and wave-
current interaction. The accuracy of their modeling was 
proven when the March 2011 tsunami destroyed the harbor 
in the manner in which they had projected.
     The new IBB was constructed at a cost of over $34 
million.  Thirty inch diameter pipe piles replaced the 12 
to 16 inch diameter piles destroyed by the tsunami.  The 
massive new piles were driven from 21 to 37 feet to imbed 
them in the harbor bedrock.  The depth depended upon the 
location of the pile relative to the tsunami currents – lateral 

a 1.6 inch wall thickness. The HDPE sleeves are intended to 
act as corrosion and abrasion protection.
     Docks “A” through “G” were designed and manuf-
actured by Bellingham Marine.  The floating dock system is 
referred to as the Unibolt System.  The fingers and headwalks 
have a concrete deck and concrete sides supported by 
Styrofoam trapped within the channel. “H” dock is designed 
as a wave and current attenuator with many closely spaced 
piles to disrupt tsunami flow patterns within the harbor.
        Prior to the tsunami, seafood landings in Crescent City 
were second only to San Francisco in Northern California.  
Currently there are around eighty commercial fishing 
vessels berthed at the marina.  Dungeness crab, rockfish, 
and shrimp are major fisheries for the Crescent City fleet.  
Tuna are landed in Crescent City in the season when the 
schools venture closer to shore.
          The Harbor District is trying to attract former tenants of 
the marina and would like to invite transient vessels to try 
the improved facilities, which include new ADA compliant 
restrooms, showers, laundry facilities and enclosed fish 
cleaning stations.  Englund Marine has a store at the harbor 
and four restaurants are located on harbor property.  The 
Harbor is only 8 miles from the Redwood National and 
State Parks where large groves of Coastal Redwoods still 
thrive.
       For more information about the harbor, you can go to 
www.ccharbor.com

CALIFORNIA COASTAL CLEAN UP DAY
September 20, 2014
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Contact us today!
Proudly offered by  
Marina Dock Parts
360-739-1056
alx@marinadockparts.com
www.alxtechnology.com

Looking to  
control access  
to key areas? 
ALX Wireless 
Access Control 
is the solution.

•	 Easy	to	Install
•	 Easy	to	Use
•	 Easy	to	Maintain
•	 Easy	on	Your	Budget
•	 Interfaces	with	Marina	
Management	Software

•	 Excellent	Customer	
Service

Proven and reliable 
wireless access 
control designed 
for harsh outdoor 
environments

         (Santa Ana, CA) 
       OC Dana Point Harbor has received approval for its years-in-the-making Revitalization Plan from the Dana Point 
Planning Commission. The commission’s approval of the harbor’s Coastal Development Permit application culminates 
15 years of planning, hundreds of public meetings and extensive community support, resulting in an approved design to 
rebuild the harbor’s commercial core. Additionally, the Coastal Development Permit was determined to have met all of the 
requirements of the Local Coastal Plan, as certified by the California Coastal Commission in 2011.  Coastal Commission 
approval is required for projects within a specified coastal zone. “This is a huge step that will finally bring the harbor 
revitalization project to reality,” said Supervisor Patricia Bates, who represents Dana Point Harbor. “This could not have 
been accomplished without the tremendous support from our community members, local businesses and the visitors to the 
harbor. They should be proud of the work that they have done in bringing this much needed project to fruition.” 
           Action by the city planning commission brings the County closer to beginning work on the $150 million revitalization 
project. The permit allows for renovation of 13 of the harbor’s commercial and boater-support buildings, replacing them 
with seven larger structures that will add 30,000 square feet of retail, restaurant, commercial and office space. A two-level 
parking structure will add 545 parking spaces. 
     Next steps include finalizing cost estimates and financing for the approved plan, completing design work and 
beginning preparation of bid requests for construction contracts. 
         The current timeline anticipates construction to begin in the first quarter of 2015.

Dana Point Harbor Revitalization Plan Advances
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New National Assessment Provides            
Understanding of Boating Access

By Responsive Management

           If you are generally enjoying your boating experiences but have ever been stuck behind an inexperienced boating at the 
launch ramp or wished for better parking or a restroom at a boating access site, you are not alone according to a new study 
conducted by Response Management for the States Organization for Boating Access (SOBA), as well as the Recreational 
Boating and Fishing Foundation, the National Marine Manufacturers Association, BoatUs, and the Association of Marina 
Industries.  The study explores boating access in the U.S., examining the current and future needs for boating access. 
        Prior to this study, a comprehensive national assessment of boating access had never been conducted. This new study 
included a review of previously published research; a series of focus groups with boaters; a focus group with boating industry 
representatives; a nationwide survey of boaters, including anglers who fish from a boat; and a national survey of boating 
industry representatives and boating agency professionals.  The results of the boater survey serve as a baseline against which 
future survey results can be compared.  As part of the study, Responsive Management has also developed assessment tools 
for measuring boating access throughout the United States, which entails five short survey modules about aspects of boating 
access that may be used by boating agencies and organization to continue to understand and address boating access issues.  
The full report can be accessed here (www.responsivemanagement.com/download/reports/Boating_Access_Report.pdf).  
      Overall the study revealed a very positive outlook on boating access programs across the country. More than three 
thousand boaters from across the United States were contacted for their opinions, and, overall, boat access ratings are 
positive with almost half rating access as excellent and very few rating it poor.  
        The study also determined that fishing is an important component of a boating trip for many boaters.  To fish was the 
top reason given by boaters for going boating.  Furthermore, fishing was one of the top boating-related activities in which 
boaters had participated while boating.  
           The primary objectives of the study, however, were to access the adequacy and availability of, obstacles and challenges 
to, and priorities for boating access, and to determine whether a lack of boating access has contributed to the decline in 
boating and fishing participation.  With this purpose, the study explored many different aspects of boating access. The 
findings provide insightful information about the following:  desired features and amenities at the access sites, problems in 
general with boating access, travel distance and boating access, and maintenance of existing access sites versus the creation 
of new sites.  
        Continuing to Understand Boating Access  
        The issues discussed above are only a glimpse at the detailed findings and discussions found in the full report, which 
contains full analyses of focus group results and nationwide and regional results of the boater and industry representative 
surveys, as well as a review of previous research.  The full report can be assessed at www.responsivemanagement.com/
download/reports/Boating_Access_Report.pdf.  In addition to the full report, Responsive Management has also developed 
assessment tools in the form of survey modules for boating agencies and organizations to continue to assess, understand, 
and address boating access issues, which are available through SOBA.  
           For more information about SOBA visit http://www.sobaus.org.  For more information about Responsive Management, 
visit www.responsivemanagement.com.

SAVE THE DATE!
66th Annual 

Training Conference & Trade Show
September 29, 2014 - October 2, 2014

Santa Barbara, California
www.harbormaster.org
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Henderson Marine Supply

800-523-1586

e-mail: sales@hendersonmarine.com

Complete Marina & Dock Supplies

Check out our website!
www.hendersonmarine.com

Our comprehensive product catalog is online!

Dock Floats •  Bumper Edging •  Corner Wheels
•  Cleats •  Hot Dipped Galvanized Hardware •
Chain and Accessories •  Dock Locker Boxes
•  Shore Power Centers •  Slip-Resistant Dock
Coating •  Mooring Buoys •  Channel Markers
•  Navigational Aids •  Oil Sorbent Materials •

Rope…and much more!

  The Oyster Point Marina in South San Francisco hosted an Easter Egg hunt in April 2014.  
The kids geared up for their Easter Egg Hunt inside the Oyster Point Yacht Club, then set out to find what the Easter Bunny 
had stashed away for them. Along with the egg hunt, we had the Oyster Point Dragons providing free dragon boat rides to 
the families, plus a craft fair for the kids. Over 600 hot dogs were served!     
        The Easter Bunny found himself in a tricky situation (note no PFD on him!). The US Coast Guard was called upon to 
rescue the Easter Bunny and save the day.

Easter at Oyster
By Scott Grindy,  San Mateo County Harbor District  
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Santa Cruz Port District Purchases New                 

Marine Travelift 50 BFMII Mobile Boat Hoist
By Kristen Wondra ,  Marine Travelift, Inc.  

  

        The Santa Cruz Port District recently took delivery of a new 50 BFMII mobile boat hoist from Marine Travelift, Inc. 
of Sturgeon Bay, WI.  The new machine arrived on site and was ready for the official opening of the port district’s boatyard 
on April 8.
         One of just three such districts in the state, the Santa Cruz Port District is the governing body responsible for the Santa 
Cruz Small Craft Harbor. Constructed in 1964 and expanded in 1973, this year-round harbor of  refuge — and gateway to 
the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary — features more than 800 permanent slips, launching facilities, and secure 
storage. 
     With the new machine, the district has significantly increased its boat-handling capabilities. District management 
initially inquired about pre-owned machines but quickly determined the new model would be in its best interest due to the 
enhancements available with the BFMII series.
           “Our decision to purchase this mobile boat hoist was driven by the Santa Cruz Port District’s commitments to providing 
safe, reliable service to our boaters and investing public funds wisely,” explained Lisa Ekers, Port Director. “And a new 
hoist was deemed superior.
      “The purchase was competitively bid based on exacting specifications,” she continued. “These included warranty, 
training, follow-up service and manufacturing experience. Marine Travelift fulfilled all specifications and went above and 
beyond in providing customer service, timely delivery, and an outstanding product — from its high-quality construction to 
its remote-control operation.”
       The Santa Cruz Port District’s new Travelift is ideally suited to its new home. It boasts extra height, a customizable 
option that doesn’t compromise the hoist’s lifting capacity; it also incorporates an innovative sailboat top beam extension. 
Both features will allow the boatyard to easily accommodate sailboats and large vessels with tall superstructures, saving 
both time and manpower.
       For example, a sailboat’s backstay or forestay can interfere with a mobile boat hoist’s top beam. With the top beam 
extension, the top beam is moved forward, providing additional clearance while the boat is suspended in the slings; this 
allows the boatyard to lift a much larger number of sailboats without needing to adjust the vessels’ rigging. There’s no need 
to dismantle the forestay, which reduces stress on the mast and gives greater ground clearance to the keel during lifting. 
       This Travelift is equipped with a fully hydraulic jib crane 250, which allows the operator to move loads up to 2,500 
pounds on or off a vessel. “The Santa Cruz Port District will use the jib crane for repair services, such as removal of engines, 
masts and general equipment aboard a vessel,” Johnson explained. “The jib crane can lift its full capacity whether it’s 
horizontal or fully raised.”
         The new Travelift also features a wireless remote control and two-speed hoists. Prior to the boatyard’s April 8 opening, 
the Santa Cruz Port District focused on training and testing with the new Travelift for roughly three weeks. Ekers said the 
machine has proven its worth by hauling out the port district’s small dredge, its water taxi and its safety patrol boat for 
service.
      “The operators and observers have been thrilled with the ease of operation and safety features,” she commented. 
“Operators have been able to easily make minor adjustments to working parts during the break-in period, and they’ve found 
the reference materials and logs to be very useful and understandable.”
        To learn more about the Santa Cruz Port District, visit www.santacruzharbor.org. 
        For more information about Marine Travelift visit www.marinetravelift.com.

Slack Tide Advertising Rates         
 SIZE                                          1x                     4X  
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Quarter Page        (3.5” x 4.5”)                  $70                    $250
Half Page              (4.5” x 7.0”)                       $100                   $400
Full Page               (7.0” x 9.0”)                       $170                   $675

Contact Sue Gross, at admin@harbormaster.org
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By Linda G. McIntyre, General Manager, Moss Landing Harbor

Sea Lions- The Nemesis of Moss Landing Harbor

        As sea lions have grown accustomed to being protected by the Marine Mammal Protection Act and as their numbers 
increase annually, we at Moss Landing Harbor and most other harbors along the coast lose more infrastructure and spend 
more and more money attempting to protect that infrastructure from the destruction these beasts cause.  Until the law that 
protects them changes we have very few options, all of which are either ineffective or are very costly.  In an attempt to keep 
costs down while providing some protection the following efforts have been made:

•	 Attendance at a sea lion deterrence conference in San Diego resulting in me teaching tricks learned by trial and error 
more than learning valid deterrence methods (very discouraging)

•	 Motion activated high pressure water

•	 Motion activated pinwheel-type deterrent

•	 Air dancers

•	 Paint ball guns

•	 Air soft pistols

•	 Temporary construction fencing

•	 Wood fencing

•	 Sheriff’s work alternative program workers shooing sea lions daily

•	 Labor Ready workers hired to shoo sea lions

•	 High frequency electronic devices (typically used to deter rodents)

•	 Chemical irritants (non-toxic pepper spray)

•	 “Seal stop” rotating stars affixed to the dock

•	 D voltage electric panels (experiment) ($113 per square foot)

•	 Built floating dock reserved for sea lions only at South harbor

•	 Floating visitor dock at North Harbor

•	 Partnered with Port of SF & Monterey to evaluate innovative methods of deterrence

•	 Met several times with Congressional representative & staff seeking assistance, funding or any help they could 
provide – which ended up being no help, no funding, no assistance, no amending the law to even allow Harbor 
tenants to shoo sea lions from anywhere on the docks – tenants are only allowed to shoo to gain access to their own 
vessel under existing law

•	 Interviewed by environmental services consultant for NOAA pinniped workshop.  I emphasized that we need 
the ability to try every non-lethal method available to get rid of them; that we need financial help, and that it is 
contradictory and inequitable to prohibit fishermen from fishing but sea lions, which eat 40 pounds of fish per day, 
are left to consume what fishermen aren’t allowed to take.

•	 Numerous calls to NOAA marine mammal biologist who is a sea lion “behaviorist”.  

Contiued on page 11



Slack Tide            Page 11

        Sea lions are very smart mammals.  When we use a particular deterrent method, it may work for a few days or even a 
few weeks.  The air dancers seem to work on the younger ones but not the ornery old bulls.  The sea lion behaviorist advised 
me to remove the air dancers once they do their job, then if the sea lions return, put the air dancers back up coupled with 
another deterrent method (a double whammy) to drive the message home.  That did work on the young ones but we are now 
overrun with adults. 
           Every deterrent method above worked for sometimes only a day and sometimes up to two weeks.  But the sea lions catch 
on and eventually either ignore or destroy whatever deterrent method we try.  Most will peel off the docks if a human comes 
toward them, especially if banging a broomstick or making some other annoying loud noise.  But the minute the human is 
out of sight, the sea lions are right back up on the docks.
         We essentially have two viable options:  fencing throughout the entire harbor (4.5 miles of fencing around south harbor 
alone) at a cost of about $500,000 or hire permanent fulltime 24/7 sea lion shooers at a cost of at least $1million annually.    
         Our latest effort is to install fencing where the sea lions congregate at the end of B dock.  We anticipate that it will work 
wherever we put it but they will simply migrate to other locations where we will need to continue installing fencing until 
eventually the entire 4.5 miles of South Harbor is fenced.  We believe if they cannot gain access to the docks they will haul 
out on the rocks and the beach where they belong.  This effort is something of a last resort because it is so cost prohibitive.   
         The cost to install permanent fencing around A, B and E docks at South Harbor is approximately ¼ million dollars.  If 
they migrate to C, F, G, H, I and/or J docks, there’s another ¼ million dollars.  If they then migrate to North Harbor, we will 
have another large expenditure.  We are attempting to do this with revenues generated from day-to-day operations, but of 
course this diverts funds from other preventive maintenance and improvements, ultimately costing a huge amount of money.    
        Some animal sympathizers have indicated they believe we are invading their habitat and they were here fi rst.  This is 
not the case; the Harbor was created 67 years ago as a commercial fi shing harbor; the federal channel was built (it was not 
the natural breach) and there were no sea lions.  It wasn’t until the Marine Mammal Protection Act prohibited fi shermen 
from killing them in the open ocean unless their catch was at risk that they began following the fi shing vessels in to the 
Harbor.  They used to stay for a few months and then leave a couple of times a year, but as more and more of them are born, 
the Harbor is rarely ever completely devoid of sea lions.
      The Executive Director of the Marine Mammal Center in Sausalito that rescues sea lions stated that the specie had 
reached its level of sustainability – that means that if more are added to the population, there will be insuffi cient food to 
sustain them.  They no longer need protection and the population should be thinned but representatives at the federal level 
are not willing to amend the law to allow that because it would not be popular with animal rights activists and sympathizers.    
          As you can see from the foregoing, staff is as frustrated about this problem as many tenants are, and staff has attempted 
to fi nd innovative yet economic ways to deter the beasts over the years.  We intend to continue our efforts to fi nd ways 
to deter this invasion in the most cost effective and effi cient way possible.   We have confi dence that the fencing will be 
successful wherever it is installed; the unknown is how much has to be spent on materials and installation before these 
unwelcome guests are fi nally deterred. 
      Feel free to contact NOAA’s National Marine Fisheries Services, Protected Resources Division at 562.980.3232 or 
Congressman Sam Farr at 202.225.2861for more information on what can be done to reduce the sea lion population to a 
manageable level.

SEA LIONS  From Page 9

Jason Johnson
Marine Travelift, Inc.

49 E. Yew Street
Sturgeon Bay, WI  54235

O:  920-743-6202
F:  920-743-1522

E:  sales@marinetravelift.com
WWW.MARINETRAVELIFT.COM

NEW MEMBERS
Welcome aboard to the following new members 

recently approved by the Board of Directors.

Jonathan Boynton, PE
Shoreline Engineering

505 Harbor Street
Morro Bay, CA  93442

C:  805-748-6011, O:  805-772-6466
F:  805-772-6467

E:  info@shoreline-engineering.net
WWW.SHORELINE-ENGINEERING.NET
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Marinas are Invited to be Part of the Biggest Volunteer 
Event in California: California Coastal Cleanup Day!

        Is your marina ready to make a difference? 
          California Coastal Cleanup Day (CCD) is an annual beach and shoreline cleanup event that has seen participation from 
over 1.1 million volunteers since 1985! Every year, these volunteers pick up hundreds of thousands of pounds of debris, 
keeping dangerous trash out of our waterways where it would become hazards for wildlife, beach-goers, and boaters. This 
year’s Coastal Cleanup Day will be Saturday, September 20th.
        Boaters and boating facilities are known for being good stewards of the environment! 
     In 2011, the California Coastal Commission and the former Department of Boating and Waterways embarked on
 a partnership with the boating community, reaching out to 2 clubs who led the pilot project. Based on this successful 
partnership the first year, in 2012 and 2013, even more clubs participated and contributed to the cleanup efforts.  Last year, 
28 marinas and yacht clubs, and 673 volunteers cleaned 41.5 miles of shoreline and collect approximately 9,102 pounds 
of trash and recyclables on land and on 257 non-motorized vessels.
         The event isn’t limited to the coastal region either; there are cleanups taking place all over California – from the coast 
to the Sierra region and from San Diego up to Modoc County.
          CCD could be only for your tenants, staff and families or you can open to the public. We are planning to organize some 
webinars this year to help you planning this event.
        This year we’d like to get even more marinas from all over the state involved in this event. Your marina can easily be 
part of this event. To get involved follow these simple steps:

1. Contact the Statewide Coastal Cleanup Day Boating Program Coordinators: 
Vivian Matuk
Boating Clean and Green Program Coordinator
Division of Boating and Waterways/California Coastal Commission
vmatuk@coastal.ca.gov
(415) 904-6905
Shannon Waters
Volunteer Coordinator, Public Education Program
California Coastal Commission
swaters@coastal.ca.gov
(415) 904-5214

2. Read the Boating Facilities Guide and view or download a slide show about trash in our waterways   
3. Become a Site Captain for your facility, work with us and your County Coordinator on planning your event 
4. Participate in the event and be part of the solution to marine pollution! Download a Marina & Yacht Club Coastal 

Cleanup Day Invitation Flyer 
      We hope you and your marina can be part of this great event. Last year alone over 58,000 volunteers removed 
750,000 pounds of trash and recyclables from our waterways, beaches and lakes. The Clean Marinas California Program 
supports Coastal Cleanup Day for Boating Facilities.  

By Gloria Sandoval,  Information Officer, DBW
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Port of Los angeles Unveils New Downtown Harbor 

and Town Square on the LA Waterfront
By Rachael Campbell,  Media Relations Manager, Port of LA

  

      SAN PEDRO, Calif. — June 18, 
2014 
       On Friday, June 20, at 6 p.m., the 
Port of Los Angeles unveiled the new 
centerpiece of the LA Waterfront: 
Downtown Harbor and Town Square, 
located on Harbor Boulevard, between 
5th and 6th Streets in San Pedro. 
Situated between the World Cruise 
Center and Ports O’ Call Village at 
the foot of the San Pedro Historic 
Waterfront District, Downtown Harbor 
is a vibrant, new public harbor and 
plaza that connects downtown San 
Pedro to the LA Waterfront.
                                             “This project, which was completed 
on time and more than $4 million under 
budget, exceeds all of my expectations 
on design and feel,” said Los Angeles 
Councilman Joe Buscaino. “Downtown 
Harbor will become the source of 
memories that will last a lifetime. I 
commend the Port of Los Angeles on 
delivering a substantial asset for our 
community.”
     Downtown Harbor opens up 1.2 
acres of existing waterfront between 
Fire Station 112 and the Los Angeles 
Maritime Museum. Previously a parking 
lot, the space has been transformed 
with a new harbor inlet for recreational 
vessels to dock free of charge for up to 
four hours. Surrounding the inlet is a 
public plaza and pedestrian promenade 
that features trees and landscaping, 
decorative lighting, a picnic area, and 
an overlook pier. 
   “The completion of Downtown 
Harbor is a major step forward as we 
continue to enhance the LA Waterfront 
experience for residents and visitors,” 
said Ambassador Vilma Martinez, 
President of the Los Angeles Harbor 
Commission. 
     “Collaboration withn the comm-
unity made it clear that completing the 
Downtown Harbor project was a top 

priority and suggestions from public 
workshops were adapted into the 
project’s final design,” said Gary Lee 
Moore, Interim Executive Director of 
the Port of Los Angeles. “An area as 
expansive as the LA Waterfront needs 
to have an anchoring point, and this is 
it.”
              Artistic elements accent the public 
open space. Mirroring the illumination 
of downtown San Pedro, LED lights 
are strung among the palm trees, 
identical street pole lights outline the 
plaza’s perimeter, and “Warner Grand” 
art deco pathway bollards dot the 
water’s edge. The area gives a nod to 
its historical, maritime roots, featuring 
20 of the Maritime Museum’s outdoor 
artifacts, including anchors, propellers, 
and a World War II torpedo. 
           The official public art installation, 
“The Ship Chandler” by artist Mark 
Dion, is an approximate 9-by-12-foot 
cabin comprised of salvaged materials 
that represent the Port of Los Angeles 
during the 19th and 20th centuries. 
Designed to be viewed from the outside 
looking in, the structure is located in 
the plaza area near the Los Angeles 
Maritime Museum. Bench seating and 
wood tables by local San Pedro artist 
Harold Greene feature inlaid nautical 
flags that correspond to a letter in the 
alphabet. At each table corner, flags 
spell out P-O-L-A for Port of Los 

Angeles.   
                Construction began in March 2012 
at a total cost of $32 million. The water 
cut was designed by Tetra-IBI Group 
and AECOM, and the town square 
was designed by Moffatt & Nichol 
Engineers. Reyes Construction and 
Sully-Miller completed construction.    
    The town square also features a 
public plaza and open amphitheater 
ideal for upcoming community events. 
On Friday, August 1 at 7 p.m., the Port 
will host a free showing of the classic 
1988 film “Big,” projected from a 
floating barge over the water. And on 
Wednesday, August 20 at 10 a.m., the 
majestic Tall Ships return to the Port 
of Los Angeles with a grand parade of 
sail into port to kick off Tall Ships® 
Festival LA 2014.
    The LA Waterfront is a visitor-
serving destination located in the Los 
Angeles Harbor area that includes 
more than 400 acres of property funded 
and maintained by the Port of Los 
Angeles. Featuring more than a dozen 
beautification and redevelopment 
projects utilizing open space with 
pedestrian promenades, walking paths, 
native landscaping, decorative lighting, 
and scenic views, the LA Waterfront 
attracts hundreds of thousands of 
visitors annually. 
                        The Port of Los Angeles is America’s 
premier port and has a strong 
commitment to developing innovative 
strategic and sustainable operations 
that benefit the economy as well as 
the quality of life for the region and 
the nation it serves. As the leading 
seaport in North America in terms of 
shipping container volume and cargo 
value, the Port generates more than 
830,000 regional jobs and $35 billion 
in annual wages and tax revenues. The 
Port of Los Angeles – A cleaner port. A 
brighter future.




